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PROCEEDINGS AGAINST JOHN M. QUINN, 

DAVID WATKINS, AND MATTHEW MOORE 

Mr. Clinger, from the Committee on Government Reform and 

Oversight, submitted the following 

REPORT 

of the 

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM AND OVERSIGHT 

together with 

ADDITIONAL AND DISSENTING VIEWS 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A. Introduction 

Weeks after the firings of seven long-time White House Travel Office 
employees, President William J. Clinton staved off a congressional inquiry into 
this growing controversy by committing to House Judiciary Committee Chairman 
Jack Brooks on July 13. 1993: " .. . you can be assured that the Attorney General 
will have the Administration's full cooperation in investigating those matters 
which the Department wishes to review." No mention then of executive privilege 
from the President on withholding documents from investigators. The President 
repeated his promise of cooperation in January 1996 when he stated: "We've told 
everybody we're in the cooperation business ... That's what we want to do. We 
~tto~tthis~rwith.· 

In just over a year after the President's initial. assurances of cooperation, 
the President's own appointee as chief of the Justice Department's Office of 
Public Integrity, Lee Radek, complained in a September 8, 1994 memo to Acting 
Criminal Division chief Jack Keeney: "At this point we are not confident that 
the White House has produced to us all documents in its possession relating to 
the Thomason allegations ... the White House's incomplete production greatly 
concerns us because the integrity of our review is entirely dependent upon 
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securing all relevant documents. II 

At this juncture, the Committee is also gravely concerned by the White 
House's II incomplete producti·on. II [White House's II incomplete production. II [1] Like 
the Justice Department's Public Integrity Section before us, the lIintegrity of 
our review" is at stake as the White House continues to withhold relevant 
documents. The credibility gap of the White House has also grown as we have 
progressed in this investigation. ([1] The Committee wishes to acknowledge the 
efforts of those who have helped prepare this report: Kevin Sabo, General 
Counsel. Barbara Olson. Chief Investigative Counsel, Barbara Comstock, 
Investigative Counsel, and David Jones, Joe Loughran, Kristi Remington, and 
Laurie Taylor of the investigative staff. The Committee also appreciates the 
valuable assistance provided by Morton Rosenberg, Esq. of the Congressional 
Research Service. 

It is never appropriate for the subject of an inquiry to determine what 
documents shall or shall not be turned over or identified in a privilege log. 
Particularly in this matter where the individuals in the Counsel's office who 
are withholding documents may also be the authors of some of the documents 
withheld, the Committee has a compelling interest to seek a complete compliance 
with its bipartisan subpoenas. Those who are the subject of an investigation 
are hardly objective in determining what is relevant to a congressional 
oversight investigation. Yet past Travelgate investigations have been thwarted 
by a White House Counsel's office intent on doing just that while delaying and 
denying the production of documents. As these facts are brought to light, White 
House operatives change the subject, attacking' the Committee because it 
continues to shine a light on White House actions long after other investigators 
gave up trying. 

The Administration's resistance to oversight in this matter began almost 
immediately after the firings and demonstrates the culture of secrecy that has 
become its hallmark. In notes dated May 27, 1993, White House Management Review 
author Todd Stem wrote, "Problem is that if we do any kind of report and fail to 
address those questions, the press jumps on you wanting to know answers; while 
if you give answers that aren't fully honest (e.g., nothing .re: HRC), you risk 
hugely compounding the problem by getting caught in half- truths. You run the 
risk of turning this into a cover-up. II (Emphasis Added) 

This White House embarked on an unmistakable course which frustrated, 
delayed, and derailed investigators from the White House itself, the GAO, the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the administration's own Justice Department 
Office of Professional Responsibility and Public Integrity Sections. That is 
what has brought the Committee to this unfortunate impasse .. 

This White House ·simply refuses to provide this committee with the subpoenaed 
documents that will help us bring this Travel Office investigation to a close, 
something that I have sought to do for nearly three years. Documents 
inexplicably have been misplaced in "stacks" or "book rooms" or storage boxes, 
where they languished for months if not years, despite subpoenas and document 
requests from numerous official investigative bodies. 

If President Clinton responds to investigations of supposedly minor internal 
problems this way, how does he handle far more serious national and 
international matters? This administration's culture of secrecy could have 
disastrous consequences where critical national policy matters involving 
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foreign affairs are concerned. 
before the Committee should not 
This Committee seeks no records 
not Bosnia. This is not Iran. 

Let there be no misunderstanding. What we have 
be the issue of a constitutional confrontation. 
pertaining to the national security. This is 

International relations are not at stake. 

When the White House, as in the case here, fails to comply fully with 
investigations mandated by Congress or senior Justice Department officials, the 
oversight role critical to our system of checks and balances is compromised and 
it is incumbent upon this Committee to assert and to uphold its jurisdiction and 
congressional prerogatives. 

In the course of the Committee's investigation, such documents as the Watkins 
"soul cleansing" memo and a Watkins letter to the First Lady "appeared" for the 
first time even though both documents were created, requested and subpoenaed 
years ago. Testimony by a former White House attorney and a present White House 
official demonstrated that while this document was discussed between and among 
at least three White House officials, it never was produced in any prior 
document productions. A Travel Office notebook kept by the late Deputy Counsel 
Vince Foster was withheld from relevant investigators, including the Independent 
Counsel, for two years. The Committee's attempt to question one witness about a 
belatedly-discovered document was met with an assertion of executive privilege 
when Committee Counsel questioned the witness about conversations she had with 
the White House Counsel's office. [White House Counsel's office. [2] [[2] See 
Deposition of Carolyn Huber. 

These documents, and many others, never were provided to previous 
investigations. They were provided to this Committee only months after the 
Committee began seeking responsive documents and long after the White House 
Counsel assured the Committee that it had received almost all substantive 
documents. This raised concerns with the Committee that the same White House 
stonewalling that had compromised previous investigations once again was 
occurring with the Committee's investigation. The Committee issued bipartisan 
subpoenas in January 1996, after it determined that it A,as essential to obtain 
all documents, including those regarding the White House responses to previous 
investigations as well as the Committee's own investigation. due to the 
consistent pattern of stonewalling over the past three years. In addition, 
throughout the course of the Committee's investigation, White House Counsel was 
in regular contact with counsel for former and present White House employees and 
in one case even contacted a witness who had agreed to a Committee interview. 
The interview was canceled following the White House contact. 

White House Counsel John M. Quinn, the primary subject of this Committee's 
contempt proceeding, informed the Chairman in a meeting on May 8, 1996, that he 
had not even begun gathering the documents at issue. The ,gathering of these 
documents, and the invoc~tion of the procedures outlined in the Reagan 
memorandum, should have begun long before the May 9, 1996, business meeting at'·· 
which the Committee voted Mr. Quinn in contempt of Congress. In fact, Mr. 
Quinn's statements are at odds with a February 1, 1996, memo that Mr. Quinn 
himself sent to all staff of the White House regarding the subpoena from this 
Committee. In the memo, Mr. Quinn detailed all of the items on the Committee's 
subpoena and directed staff to produce all "responsive records that fall within 
the above categories" by February 7, 1996, to Elena Kagan, an Associate Counsel 
in Mr. Quinn's office. Mr. Quinn also had sent a memo on December 19, 1995 to 
gather documents. 
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In an August 23, 1995, letter to the Committee, the White House said that 
document production timetables suggested by the Committee -- documents produced 
within 15 days and privilege logs within five days -- were "reasonable goals." 
The Committee sent its first document request on June 14, 1995, after a long 
correspondence with the White House concerning the Travel Office matter. Our 
second request was s~nt on september 1B, 1995. Bipartisan subpoenas were issued 
on January II, 1996. We have gone far beyond what the White House itself 
acknowledges was I'reasonable." Yet, now, the White House, in my view, is trying 
to further delay producing these documents or avoid doing so altogether. 

The compliance date for the subpoenas was more than three months ago. The 
time for the White House Counsel to seek to avoid contempt has come and gone. 
The White House neither has complied with this Committee's subpoenas nor has it 
offered a legally rational basis for its refusal to comply. 

It is troubling that the President of the United States persists in his 
efforts to cover-up a scandal having no connection with any national security or 
vital domestic policy issue. In the final analysis, the Travel Office matter 
reflects the character of the President and his presidency. 

B. Background 

Since the controversial firings of the longtime White House Travel Office 
employees, the history of the investigations into what has become known as 
"Travelgate" has been one of a White House intent .on keeping investigators at 
bay and relevant documents under wraps. While this Committee has succeeded in 
obtaining far more information and records than has any previous investigation 
into the Travel Office firings, the record is still incomplete because of the 
insistence of the President to withhold documents from the American public by 
taking the extraordinary step of invoking an undefined, vague, and ultimately 
ineffective protective assertion of executive privilege. [ineffective protective 
assertion of executive privilege. {3] 

This Committee has a compelling need for the disputed documents to obtain a 
complete record of events related to the Travel Office matter in order to 
resolve the issues as to how and why previous investigations did not meet with 
White House cooperation. The subpoenaed records are necessary for the Committee 
to resolve by direct factual evidence, fundamental factual questions relating to 
the actions, direction, knowledge, recommendations, or approval of actions by 
individuals in the White House, in responding to the allegations about the 
Travel Office employees as well as the subsequent investigations into the White 
House Travel Office matter. This report will outline in great detail a pattern 
of activity by this Administration to deny and delay access to relevant records 
to several investigative bodies, including this Committee. 

It has been White House policy since the Kennedy Administration not to invoke 
executive privilege when there are allegations of criminal wrong-doing at issue. 
Certainly that is the case here. Already there has been a criminal referral 
concerning statements made by David Watkins, a former White House senior 
official. Further, the Independent Counsel has had his jurisdiction expanded to 
encompass the Travelgate matter. In light of that expansion, the actions of the 
White House are particularly troubling. [[3] As will be discussed in this 
report, the President has not submitted a formal assertion of executive 
privilege to this Committee. Instead, on the morning of the Committee's vote, 
the Counsel to the President informed the Committee that he had been 
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instructed by the President to assert executive privilege as a protective 
measure until such time as his advisors could collect and review the documents 
in dispute. The Committee has obtained a February 1, 1996, memo addressed to 
all White House staff from White House Counsel Jack Quinn requesting receipt of 
all subpoenaed documents by February 7, 1996. Mr. Quinn's current statement that 
he needs more time to gather the requested documents appears to be at odds with 
the documentary record. 

President Reagan, for example, waived all claims of executive privilege 
during the Iran-Contra investigation. Attorney General william French Smith, 
who generally proposed a very broad theory of executive privilege during his 
tenure, even admitted that he would not try lito shield documents {try lito shield 
documents (from Congress] which contain evidence of criminal or unethical 
conduct by agency officials from proper review. II [review. II (4] 

More than a century ago, even President Andrew Jackson, lIa jealous defender 
of executive prerogatives, told Congress that if it could point to any case 
where there is the slightest reason to suspect corruption or abuse of trust, no 
obstacle which I can remove shall be interposed to prevent the fullest scrutiny 
by all legal means." [interposed to prevent the fullest scrutiny by all legal 
means. II [5] 

The lengthy record established by the Committee, and detailed in this report, 
demonstrates concerted efforts over a sustained period of time to delay and deny 
records to investigative bodies. In refusing to produce the outstanding records 
to this Committee, the President, substituting his judgment as to what materials 
are necessary for the inquiry, has placed the full executive powers of the 
Presidency against the lawful subpoenas of the U.S. House of Representatives. 

On June 1, 1993, Congressman William F. Clinger, Jr., then the ranking 
minority member on the House Committee on Government Operations, called on the 
Committee to investigate the chain of events which resulted in the termination 
of seven hard-working White House Travel Office workers. [Travel Office 
workers. [61 These Travel Office employees, many of whom had worked for numerous 
Presidents over the course of three decades, summarily were fired and driven 
from the White House. One employee learned of his termination by watching CNN 
in a hotel while he was on government travel. Another worker learned that he 
was fired from his son, who had watched a network news program. [[4] Letter of 
November 30, 1982, to Congressman John Dingell, reprinted in H.Rep. 968, 97th 
Cong., 2d Sess. 41 (1982). [(5] Fisher, Louis, Constitutional Conflicts between 
Congress and the President, p. 205. [[6] After nearly three years of seeking 
cooperation in this investigation, Chairman Clinger has afforded White House 
Counsel John M. Quinn, David Watkins, and Matthew Moore every opportunity to 
produce the records which were subpoenaed in January 1996. At the Chairman's 
request, the Congressional Research Services' American Law Division has 
submitted an analysis to the Committee reviewing the legal steps required to 
hold an individual in contempt of Congress 'under 2 U.S.C. Sections 192 and 194. 
This analysiS is provided in Appendix 1. 

Not only did the White House fire these workers, it claimed to the national 
media that the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) was conducting a criminal 
review. Shortly thereafter, the airline company providing charter service to 
the Travel Office was served a summons by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and 
subjected to a two-and-one- half-year audit. Coincidentally, a senior White 
House aide had warned the FBI just days earlier that if the FBI did not assist 
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the White House in this matter, the IRS would be called. 

Over the next several weeks. Congressman Clinger's call for an investigation 
was repeated throughout the U.S. Senate and House. 

Unfortunately, the "full cooperation" promised by the President never was 
forthcoming. Numerous records of what occurred at the Travel Office never were 
provided appropriately to the Justice Department or any other investigative 
organization. Five separate investigations were conducted into one aspect or 
another of the Travel Office firings. The only consistency between each of 
these five previous investigations was that the White House was successful in 
its attempts to delay and deny production of many relevant documents. The 
Justice Department's Public Integrity Section complained in an internal 
memorandum that material records were withheld during the course of its review. 
The General Accounting Office. (GAO), conducting an investigation requested by a 
statute signed by President Bill Clinton, was denied vital records after months 
and months of requests. Recently, the GAO referred a former senior White House 
aide to the Justice Department for prosecution for providing false information. 

By January, 1995, Congressman Clinger was the chairman of the new House 
Committee on Government Reform and Oversight. He announced that a thorough 
investigation into the growing Travel Office scandal would be forthcoming. 
Beginning on June 14, 1995, the Committee submitted document requests to the 
White House. The White House took months to respond to a subsequent September 
18, 1995 document request, acknowledged in correspondence in August 1995 that a 
two week response time to document requests was a reasonable goal. The 
Committee was assured in October 1995 that almost all of the substantive records 
had been provided. 

Three hearings were held and bipartisan subpoenas were issued when documents 
repeatedly were delayed and denied to the Committee. Specifically, on January 
11, 1996, Chairman Clinger authorized and issued subpoenas under authority 
granted to him by House Rule XI, clause 2(m) and Committee Rule 18(d). These 
subpoenas were issued, inter alia, to the CUstodian of Records at the White 
House, (inter alia, to the CUstodian of Records at the White House, [7] and David 
Watkins, [8 and Matthew Moore, [David Watkins, [8] and Matthew Moore, (9) 
personally. Negotiations over access to records began. The White House 
continued to "locate II previously requested documents and to produce groupings of 
documents without articulating any credible reason why they had been withheld 
until that point. 

Finally, on March 15, 1996, the White House made a small production of 
documents pursuant to the Committee's subpoena that included yet another 
previously unproduced Watkins handwritten letter to Mrs. Clinton dated May 3, 
1994. An explanation for the White House's failure to produce this document for 
nearly two years during the course of numerous other document requests and 
s~bpoenas finally was proffered by the White House on April 5, 1996. Assistant 
to the President and White House Counsel John M. Quinn responded only that it 
was located in a stack of unsorted, miscellaneous papers and memorabilia in the 
Office of Personal Correspondence after having been forwarded to Presidential 
Assistant Carolyn Huber by the First Lady. [Lady. [10] [[7] The subpoena issued to 
the Custodian of Records at the White House was received by Jane Sherburne, 
Special Counsel. The documents in question are in the custody and control of 
John M. Quinn, White House Counsel. A copy of the subpoena issued to the 
Custodian of Records is provided in Appendix 2. [[8] A copy of the subpoena 
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issued to David Watkins is provided in Appendix 3. [[9] A copy of the subpoena 
issued to Matthew Moore is provided in Appendix 4. [[10] During a Committee 
deposition with Carolyn Huber on April 23, 1996, the Committee was notified that 
the White House had instructed Ms. Huber to assert executive privilege-over any 
communications with the White House Counsel's office. 

On May 2, 1996, Chairman Clinger formally notified Counsel to the President 
John M. Quinn, Attorney General Janet Reno, and former White House aides David 
watkins and Matthew Moore that they were not in compliance with subpoenas issued 
by the Committee in early 1996 and were subject to be held in contempt of 
congress. The Attorney General resolved issues of outstanding records wit~ the 
Committee prior to the May 9, 1996 compliance date. In a letter to Mr. Quinn, 
Chairman Clinger stated: "I have reviewed all of our numerous communications and 
correspondence regarding compliance with our subpoenas and am frankly amazed 
that we are still seeking full production more than three months after the 
stated due date ... I am advised that the White House has also intervened with 
individuals who were subpoenaed by this Committee by requesting that such 
individuals send their documents to the White House rather than directly to the 
Committee. 

The White House's continued foot dragging and obfuscation as the Committee 
attempts to bring closure to this investigation must come to an end. 
Accordingly, I am calling in all documents responsive to our subpoenas of 
January 11, 1996, to be delivered by close of business on May 8, 1996 ... I have 
scheduled a meeting of the Committee on Government Reform and Oversight for the 
morning of May 9, 1996 to resolve these and other outstanding document issues. 
At that time, I Will request a Committee vote to compel the production of 
outstanding records under penalty of contempt." [records under penalty of 
contempt." [11) 

Unfortunately, the White House response was typical of the dealings the 
Committee has experienced with the Clinton Administration since 1993. In a May 
2, 1996, letter addressed to Chairman Clinger, Mr. Quinn hid behind the 
presidential election season in an attempt to blunt the Committee's legitimate 
investigation. No explanation was provided as to why the White House had vet to 
provide the Committee with a privilege log or why documents still were being 
produced three months after the due date of the subpoena. significantly, Mr. 
Quinn cited no legal basis or any case law in support of withholding subpoenaed 
documents. [(11] A copy of the Committee's business meeting notice and draft 
copy of the House Resolution citing the respective individuals for contempt were 
included with the letter. 

On the morning·of May 3, 1996, Mr. Quinn spoke to Chairman Clinger by 
telephone in an attempt to reach a consensus on the documents or at least delay 
the Committee's actions. Chairman Clinger informed Mr. Quinn that it would be 
helpful to have a better understanding of the nature of the documents in 
dispute, which is why the Committee requested a privilege log. Mr. Quinn stated 
that he would try to produce such a document. 

On the evening of May 3, 1996, Mr. Quinn telecopied a letter to Chairman 
Clinger which cryptically described the contents of the disputed records. No 
privilege log was provided. Mr. Quinn.described the disputed documents as 
follows, 
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1. Documents relating to ongoing grand jury investigations by the 
Independent Counsel; 

PAGE 351 

2. Documents created in connection with Congressional hearings concerning 
the Travel Office matter; I and 

3. Certain specific confidential internal White House Counsel office 
documents including I'vetting" notes, staff meeting notes, certain other counsel 
notes. memoranda which contain pure legal analysis, and personnel records which 
are of the type that are protected by the Privacy Act." [protected by the Privacy 
Act."[13J [[12J This Administration has followed a long history of providing 
congressional committees with documents created in connection with congressional 
hearings. See, Morton Rosenberg, Legal and Historical Substantiality of Former 
Attorney General Civiletti's Views as to the Scope and Reach of Congress' 
Authority to Conduct Oversight of the Department of Justice, CRS, October 15, 
1993, in Damaging Disarray - Organizational Breakdown and Reform in the Justice 
Department's Environmental Crimes Program, Staff Report of the Subcom. on 
Oversight and Investigations, House Committee on Energy and Commerce, 103rd 
Congress, 2d Session, 321350, Comm. Print No. 103-T, 1994. [[13] This vague, 
broad and non-descriptive category of withheld documents, if accepted by the 
Committee, would be tantamount to accepting a type of broad, undifferentiated 
claim of executive privilege which was rejected by the court in US. v. Nixon, 
418 U.S. 683 (1973). 

Chairman Clinger responded to Mr. Quinn on the morning of May 6, 1996, to 
remind him that the Committee was seeking internal deliberative documents due to 
the pattern of conduct established by the Counsel's office in previous 
investigations. The documents identified in the three categories by Mr. Quinn 
are needed by this Committee to resolve the questions surrounding the White 
House Counsel Office'S involvement in prior investigations. It would be 
irresponsible for this Committee to allow the subject of an inquiry to determine 
what documents shall or shall not be shared with Congress. 

In his letter to Mr. Quinn, Chairman Clinger stated: "When I met with you on 
February 15, 1996, you presented an offer to resolve our ongoing document 
dispute by providing the Committee with limited access to some of the disputed 
materials as long as we surrender our right to demand ~he remaining categories 
of documents. If we refused your offer, I understood, the entire "basket" of 
disputed documents would be withheld and our disagreement would continue. This 
was presented as your final offer ... The effective result of my letter of May 
2, 1996, was to formerly reject your offer and notify you that a determination 
was reached concerning the withheld documents. 

Chairman Clinger offered Mr. Quinn the opportunity, in another letter dated 
May 7, 1996, to draft a statement to the Committee addressing any valid 
executive privilege assertions in order to explain to the Committee why he
should not be held in contempt of Congress for his failure to produce subpoenaed 
documents. 

The Committee is determined to ensure that the Clinton Administration does 
not succeed in its attempt to limit -Congress' Travel Office investigation as it 
has done with every preceding investigation. The issuance of subpoenas was not 
sufficient to ensure the production of all relevant records. Unfortunately, it 
is necessary to take the serious step of holding parties who fail to produce 
requested documents in contempt. 
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C. Importance of Oversight of the White House 

From the earliest days of our government, courts have recognized "the danger 
to effective and honest conduct of the Government if the legislature's power to 
probe corruption in the executive branch were unduly hampered. II [14 In McGrain v. 
Daugherty, [unduly hampered." [14] In McGrain v. Daugherty, [15] the Court 
described the power of inquiry, with the accompanying process to enforce it, as 
"an essential and appropriate auxiliary to the legislative function." As Senator 
Sam Ervin noted 25 years ago: "When the people do not know what their government 
is doing, those who govern are not accountable for their actions -- and 
accountability is basic to the democratic system. In effect, those who govern 
are insulated from the effects of their actions, and the populace is precluded 
from obtaining the knowledge that is necessary to control the actions of the 
government in the manner envisioned by the Founding Fathers. II [the Founding 
Fathers." [16] 

Congressional oversight is an essential tool in holding the Executive Branch 
accountable for its actions. When oversight is conducted into possible 
inappropriate activity at the White House, this concept of accountability is 
particularly important. Unlike all other federal agencies, the White House has 
no Inspector General. The highest office in the land cannot be held to a lower 
standard of accountability. Vigorous oversight of the Executive Branch must not 
be thwarted if we are to preserve our trust in the highest office of the land. 

Finally, lest there be any misunderstanding of the appropriateness of public 
disclosure of certain materials under the proper circumstances, it must be 
remembered that the informing function is one of the manifold responsibilities 
of Congress in conducting oversight. As Woodrow Wilson wrote: [[14] Watkins i, 
United States, 354 U.s. 178 (1957). [[15] 273 U.S. 135, 174-175 (1927). [[16] 
"Executive Privilege: The Withholding of Information by the Executive." Hearings 
before the Subcommittee on the Separation of Powers, Se~ate JUdiciary Committee, 
92nd Congress, 1st Session (1971), p.4. "It is the proper duty of a 
representative body to look diligently into every affair of government and to 
talk much about what is sees ... Unless Congress has and uses every means of 
acquainting itself with the acts and the disposition of the administrative 
agents of the Government, the country must be helpless to learn how it is being 
served ... The informing function of Congress should be preferred even to its 
legislative function. The argument is not only that a discussed and 
interrogated administration is the only pure and efficient administration, but, 
more than that, that the only really self-governing people is that people which 
discusses and interrogates its administration .. " [its administration .. " [17] [[17) 
354 U.S. at 200, Footnote 33. 

D. Committee Action 

The subpoenas is'sued in early January 1996, were not complied with on the 
return date of January 22, 1996, or any subsequent date thereafter. On 
Thursday, May 9, 1996, the Committee met in open session at 10:00 a.m. in Room 
2154 Rayburn Office Building for the purpose of determining what action should 
be taken in view of the failure of White House Counsel John M. Quinn, former 
White House aide David Watkins, and former White House aide Matthew Moore, to 
comply with the subpoena. The Committee, a quorum being present, on a record 
vote of 27-19, recommended the adoption of a resolution as follows: 
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Resolved, That pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 192 and 194, the Speaker of the House 
certify the report of the Committee on Government Reform and Oversight, 
detailing the refusal of John M. Quinn to produce papers to the Committee on 
Government Reform and Oversight, to the United States Attorney for the District 
of Columbia, for him to be proceeded against in the manner and form provided by 
law; and be it further 

'Resolved, That pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 192 and 194, the Speaker of the House 
certify the report of the Committee on Government Reform and Oversight, 
detailing the refusal of David Watkins to produce papers to the Committee on 
Government Reform and oversight, to the United States Attorney for the District 
of Columbia, for him to be proceeded against in the manner and form provided by 
law; and be it further 

Resolved, That pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 192 and 194, the Speaker of the House 
certify the report of the Committee on Government Reform and Oversight, 
detailing the refusal of Matthew Moo re to produce papers to the Committee on 
Government Reform and Oversight, to the United States Attorney for the District 
of Columbia, for him to be proceeded against in the manner and form provided by 
law. 

If the House of Representatives failed to pursue all legal steps to vindicate 
its right to this information, it would undermine severely this investigation 
into the facts surrounding the termination of the seven innocent Travel Office 
employees. Accordingly, the Committee voted to report to the House a contempt 
resolution for John M. Quinn, David Watkins, and Matthew Moore. Upon adoption 
by the House. the resolution would direct the Speaker to turn the matter over to 
the U.S. Attorney for prosecution in accordance with 2 U.S.C. sections 192 and 
194. 

That offense carries a maximum sentence of 1 year in prison, plus fines. 

This report will summarize the events which occurred before and after the 
seven Travel Office workers were fired on May 19, 1993, including the history of 
official investigations and the current dispute over records. Also provided is 
a chronology of what this Committee considers to be stonewalling on the part of 
White House officials as part of their efforts to deny and delay official 
investigative bodies access to pertinent records. The Committee report also 
discusses in detail the various claims made by the condemners to justify their 
denial of the requested information and a chronology of the correspondence that 
has transpired between the Committee and White House officials during the past 
three years. Appendices include a Congressional Research Service legal opinion 
and copies of the relevant subpoenas. 

FINDINGS 

1. The Committee on Government Reform and Oversight has the jurisdiction and 
authority, pursuant to House Rule X, 1(9) and XI, 2(m) (2) to conduct an 
investigation into the White House Travel Office matter and the subsequent 
investigations of this matter and to require the production of documents by the 
White House, the Department of Justice and individuals who have withheld 
documents. 

2. White· House Counsel John M. Quinn's letter invoking an undifferentiated 
protective executive privilege assertion over a vaguely defined group of 
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documents of unknown quantity and substance at the direction of the President is 
an ineffective invocation of the privilege under the guidelines established by 

J President Ronald Reagan and adopted by President Bill Clinton. 

3. White House Counsel John M. Quinn's refusal to turn over subpoenaed 
records, issued with b~partisan agreement, or to properly invoke a valid claim 
of executive privilege has needlessly provoked a constitutional confrontation. 
The White House has unnecessarily strained our system of government and 
interfered materially with the ability of Congress as well as prior 
investigative bodies to fulfill oversight responsibilities in.a timely fashion. 

4. The Attorney General has provided no legal opinion to support'the 
president's blanket undifferentiated protective invocation of privilege. In 
fact, during her tenure, the Attorney General has turned over documents similar 
to some of those sought in the present matter when dealing with prior 
Congressional investigations. 

5. A disclosure of arguably privileged documents to a congressional 
committee pursuant to a subpoena and the threat of citation of contempt would 
not waive the claim of privil~ge in an"f other forum. 

6. The assertion of attorney-client and work product privileges by David 
Watkins and Matthew Moore with respect to withheld drafts of the Watkins' IISOU! 

cleansing II memo are without legal foundation. There is no credible evidence that 
Watkins established an attorney- client relation with Moore; and even if 
established. it was waived by its disclosure to Patsy Thomasson, other White 
House personnel, and to the media upon its discovery in Thomasson's files. The 
failure to maintain confidentiality also waives any claim under the work produce 
doctrine. 

7. The ongoing criminal investigation by the Independent Counsel into the 
White House Travel Office matter and the criminal referral of a high ranking 
White House official who was centrally involved in this matter makes the 
withholding of documents particularly troubling. President Bill Clinton has 
altered a policy in effect since the Kennedy Administration. The operative 
policy has always been to refuse to claim executive privilege when allegations 
of wrongdoing are at issue. 

8. Despite White House claims to the contrary, the unknown quantity and 
substance of undefined documents withheld are directly relevant and necessary to 
the Committee's inquiry into the response by the White House to the various 
investigations over the past three years as well as the dilatory responses to 
this Committee. 

9. The-White House-'s statements about the large quantity of documents 
produced and its self-serving pronouncements regarding compliance do not amount 
to responsiveness to either the Committee's needs or the bipartisan subpoenas. 
Congress makes the determination of what documents are necessary for an 
investigation; the President does not make that determination. 

10. The examples of extensive delays by the White House to this and all 
previous investigations detailed extensively in the record contradict White 
House statements that it accommodated and cooperated with this or previous 
investigations into the Travel Office matter. Numerous government officials as 
well as this Committee concluded the White House has behaved in a dilatory 
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m~nner when responding to matters related to the White House Travel Office 
investigation. 

11. The White House has made misleading statements in describing Borne of the 
withheld documents suggesting alternatively that the number of documents 
withheld was Iismall" at first. The Attorney General claims there is a II large I. 
group of documents to review for executive privilege assertion. 

12. Despite extensive efforts by the Committee to engage in voluntary 
document production, the White House engaged in a 10n9- drawn-out and selective 
documents production only as this Committee applied increasing pressure or as 
outside sources came forward with similar information. 

FACTS, BACKGROUND, AND FINDINGS 

A. President Terminates Employment of Seven Career Travel Office 

Workers 

At approximately 10:00 a.m., on May 19, 1993, all seven members of the White 
House Travel Office staff summarily were fired. The five Travel Office 
employees present in the White House that day were ordered to vacate the White 
House compound within two hours. Returning to, their Travel Office by 10:30 
a.m., the fired Travel Office employees found their desks already occupied by 
employe~s of World Wide Travel, the Arkansas travel agency which arranged for 
press charters during the Clinton presidential campaign. 

Two White House Travel Office employees were absent from the White House 
Travel Office on May 19, 1993, one on a White House advance trip to South Korea, 
the other on vacation. They learned of their firings, respectively, via CNN 
telecast and from a son who saw Tom Brokaw announce the firings on network news 
that night. The seven White House Travel Office employees had served from 9 to 
32 years in the White House Travel Office. 

The five Travel Office employees who were present in the White House for 
their firings ultimately were given additional time to complete their White 
House out-processing. By early afternoon, they heard then White House Press 
Secretary Dee Dee Myers announce at a press briefing that they were the subject 
of an FBI criminal investigation. They had been given no such indication at the 
time of their dismissals. After completing the out-processing, the five Travel 
Office employees present on May 19, 1993, were driven out of the White House 
compound in a panel van with no passenger seats, seated only on their boxes of 
personal belongings. 

It subsequently was revealed that the events precipitating the Travel Office 
firings had intensified almost a week before, on May 13, 1993, when Associate 
White House Counsel Bill Kennedy summoned the FBI to the White House. He 
informed the FBI that those at lithe highest level II in the White House wanted 
prompt action on a matter allegedly involving financial wrongdoing. The FBI 
dispatched two sets of agents to consider jurisdictional issues. The first pair 
tried to tell their superiors they weren't the "right guys for the job," 
recommending that a field agent be sent per standard procedure. Mr. Kennedy was 
lIadamant ll that headquarters personnel with a IInational perspective II be involved. 
Senior FBI officials complied, sending the acting chief of the Violent Crimes 
and Major Offenders section to the White House Travel Office. 
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The second set of FBI agents met with Catherine Cornelius, the President's 
couBi~, on May 13 I 1993. David Watkins had dispatched Ms. Cornelius to the 
Travel Office, where she copied and removed documents. In the wake of Ms. 
Cornelius' own meetings with Mr. Harry Thomason, a Hollywood producer and 
longtime friend of the President and the First Lady, allegations of kickbacks 
and expensive lifestyles were raised against the Travel Office employees. The 
FBI accepted Ms. Cornelius' recitation of these otherwise unsubstantiated 
allegations as sufficient predication to launch a criminal investigation. 

Even as the FBI informed the White House it had sufficient predication to 
launch an investigation on May 13, 1993, the White House Counsel's office 
shifted gears, informing the FBI agents that the White House first would conduct 
an outside audit, and later allow the FBI to proceed with an investigation if 
one were warranted. The FBI insisted it should be present at the Travel Office 
during the audit but Deputy White House Counsel Vince Foster and Mr. Kennedy 
overruled it. The FBI acquiesced. 

On May 14, 1993, the White House brought in an "independent auditor" who was 
in fact neither independent nor an auditor. The management consulting (not the 
public accounting) arm of KPMG Peat Marwick was engaged to conduct a management 
review. KPMG Peat Marwick's engagement letter, draft and final reports all 
stated that it was not asked to and indeed did not conduct the procedures 
necessary for an "audit, examination or review in accordance with" established 
accounting standards. 

On Monday, May 17, 1993, Mr. Watkins wrote a memo to Chief of Staff Thomas F. 
(Mack) McLart), regarding the planned Travel Office firings. Mr. Watkins copied 
this memo to the First Lady. The memo was telecopied to Director of Media 
Affairs Jeff Eller, who was traveling with the President in California. Mr. 
Eller discussed the memo with presidential advisor and confidant Bruce Lindsey. 
White House Management Review notes indicate that Mr. Lindsey discussed the memo 
with the President in California. 

Well before the final KPMG Peat Marwick report was written, the White House 
decided to fire the Travel Office employees on Wednesday, May 19, 1993, and so 
advised the FBI. The FBI warned that the firings would harm the investigation 
it initiated on May 14, 1993, but the White House ignored its concerns and, once 
again, the FBI and Justice Department acquiesced. 

After the Travel Office firings were announced at a May 19, 1993, press 
briefing, KPMG Peat Marwick partner Larry Herman was ushered into a meeting with 
George Stephanopoulos, Dee Dee Myers, Vince Foster, Bill Kennedy, Ricki Seidman 
and Harry Thomason and greeted with the question, "Where the hell is the 
report?" The White House hid only a few pages of draft material when it 
announced the firings it said were based on the KPMG Peat Marwick report. The 
press repeatedly asked for the report in the May 19, 1993 press briefing. 

Both the President and First Lady were informed of the Travel Office matter 
prior to the May 19, 1993 firings. Harry Thomason, Vince Foster and David 
Watkins appear to have advised the First Lady regularly about Travel Office 
particulars. Harry Thomason worked at the White House late into the night on 
May 13, 1993, and Mr. Foster's Travel Office file indicates the First Lady 
received updates from both Mr. Foster and Mr. Watkins that evening. Other White 
House notes reveal that Mr. Thomason also had conversations with the First Lady 
about the firing of the Travel Office employees. Talking points had been 
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prepa~ed for May 13th stating that Travel Office employees had been fired that 
day and that the FBI was performing an audit of the Travel office. 

I 

Mr. Thomason was back in the White House on May 14, 1993, and throughout the 
following week. During the course of a World Wide Travel employee's White House 
Management Review interview, Fan Dozier told John Podesta she had talked with 
Mr. Thomason on May 16, 1993, and Mr. Thomason said, "you mean you're not up 
there working [in the Travel Officel?1I and added that he would call the First 
Lady and she would be very upset to hear that World Wide Travel was not already 
in place. 

Mr. Thomason told White House staff that he learned the Travel Office 
employees were accepting "kickbacks" from friends in the air charter industry. 
He told Mr. Watkins he spoke to the First Lady about the matter and that she was 
anxious to get "our people" into the office because "we need the slots. II Mr. 
Thomason told Mr. Watkins, Mr. Foster and others that-firing the employees would 
be a "good story." When White House staffer Jennifer 0' Connor asked him if he 
had any evidence, Mr. Thomason said he did. 

In fact, although the President later claimed in a press conference that he 
had heard rumors everywhere, it appears that Mr. Thomason and Ms. Cornelius were 
the primary, if not the sale sources of allegations against the Travel Office 
employees reaching the White House. Meanwhile, Mr. Thomason was involved. in a 
number of other activities at the White House. "Put me in front of the right 
person at the White House and I will prove the value of both the project and 
Thomason's capabilities," Darnell Martens wrote Harry Thomason, his business 
partner in Thomason, Richland and Martens, Incorporated ("TRM"). Subsequent 
memos referred to "a memo to Harry Thomason which was presented to and discussed 
with the President In mid-February" and a request indicating the President 
needed to "issue an executive order" and lIenter into a consulting agreement with 
TRM" to get projects for TRM, Incorporated going. 

Mr. Thomason spoke both with President Clinton and presidential confidant 
Bruce Lindsey about obtaining their assistance in his efforts to win a sole 
source government contract at GSA to audit the entire federal civilian aircraft 
fleet and "revitalize" the aircraft industry. Mr. Martens, who like Mr. 
Thomason had received his own White House pass, secured OMS and GSA assistance 
for his proposals. The White House claims it pulled the plug on this scheme 
sometime in the summer of 1993, during the course of the Travel Office 
investigations. When the scope of his White House influence became 
controversial, Mr. Thomason said, "I do find it surprising that a person who was 
as instrumental as I was in the Clinton campaign cannot pick up a phone in the 
White House and' ask for information from people." 

Ms. Cornelius was "selected" to replace seven veteran Travel Office 
employees. She Followed directions given by David Watkins and brought in World 
Wide Travel without a competitive bid. World Wide, the Clinton/Gore campaign's 
travel agency, withdrew from the White House within two days of their arrival in 
the wake of intensive press scrutiny. 

Within days of the Travel Office firings, the media reported that Mr. 
Thomason had telecopied an undated memo by Mr. Martens to the White House on May 
10, 1993, which contradicted their claims of having no interest in Travel Office 
business. The memo in fact discussed efforts by Mr. Martens to seek the 
business. It was reported that Ms. Cornelius had proposed in a February 15, 
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1993. memorandum that she be placed in charge of'the Travel Office, assuming a 
role she had in the Clinton campaign. White House documents indicate that when 
the Travel Office story broke, Mr. Watkins and Patsy Thomass9n asked Ms. 
Cornelius and a second employee to lie about the February 15, 1993, memo by 
saying that Mr. Watkins never read it. 

Mr. Martens summoned air charter broker Penny Sample to the White House 
without a competitive bid. Ms. Sample also had worked on Clinton/Gore campaign 
travel charters with TRM, Incorporated. The White House claimed that Ms. Sample 
came on a voluntary basis but after she received what was touted as "erroneous 
commissions,1I she was asked to leave the White House. 

On May 21, 1993, after World Wide Travel decided to leave the White House, 
Patsy Thomasson held a closed-door meeting with American Express while Secret 
Service agents guarded the door, according to White House Management Review 
notes. Later that day, George Stephanopoulos announced that American Express 
would be brought into the White House, but the White House subsequently claimed 
it was putting the contract out to bid. American Express won and entered the 
Travel Office the following Monday. 

Also on May 21, 1993, the Internal Revenue Service raided the Smyrna, 
Tennessee, offices of UltrAir, a small company which provided most of the Travel 
Office's domestic press charters and which stood accused by Harry Thomason of 
participating in kickbacks. Two years after an expensive and distracting 
investigation, UltrAir was cleared of any wrongdoing. A former UltrAir 
executive who also was audited actually received a $ 5,000 tax refund. 

While the Travel Office employees served at the pleasure of the President, 
their precipitous firings and replacement by the Clinton campaign's primary 
travel agency immediately raised a storm of criticism. Administration claims 
that it had acted in order to save the press and taxpayers money were met with 
skepticism by a White House press corps which responded with a litany of 
complaints of over billing and undocumented charges by World Wide Travel itself 
throughout the 1992 campaign. In addition, the Clinton Administration's 
announcement that an FBI criminal investigation had been launched was highly 
improper and, in fact, questionable when it was announced. Furthermore, 
Attorney General Janet Reno considered White House contacts with the FBI in the 
days leading up to and immediately following the Travel Office firings also were 
considered improperly handled, who publicly admonished the Administration for 
them. 

B. Members of Congress Call for Investigation 

Members of the House and the Senate immediately raised concerns about the 
manner in which the Travel Office firings took place. In the face of press, 
public and Congressional outcry, the White House placed five of the seven Travel 
Office employees on,administrative leave with pay on May 25, 1993, and announced 
that it would conduct a White House Management Review of the Travel Office and 
the Administration's role in the Travel Office firings. The fired Travel Office 
director and deputy director retired. 

On June 1, 1993, William F. Clinger, Jr., the then-ranking minority member of 
the House Government Operations Committee, requested that then-Chairman John 
Conyers, Jr., hold hearings on the White House Travel Office firings. 
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Then-White House Chief of Staff Thomas F. (Mack) McLarty and then-Office of 
Management and Budget Director Leon Panetta released the White House Travel 
Office Management Review on July 2. 1993, and announced the reprimands of four 
White House staffers. Reprimanded were: Associate Counsel to the President, 
William H. Kennedy III; Assistant to the President for Management and 
Administration. David Watkins; former Special Assistant to the President for 
Management and Administration, Catherine A. Cornelius; and Deputy Assistant to 
the President and Director of Media Affairs, Jeff Eller. At least three of the 
four first learned of the "reprimands" during their televised announcement. 
None of the reprimands were documented in the personnel files of any of the 
four. 

Also on July 2, 1993, the Supplemental Appropriations Act of 1993 (P.L. 
103-50) was signed into law, requiring the united States General Accounting 
Office (GAO) to "conduct a review of the action taken with respect to the White 
House Travel Office." 

In addition to the White House Management Review and the GAO Report entitled 
"White House Travel Office Operations" (Released on May 2, 1994), at least three 
other reports were prepared concerning various aspects of the White House Travel 
Office firings. These reports were prepared by: the Office of Professional 
Responsibility (OPR) of the United States Department of Justice (dated March 18, 
1994 and released by the Committee on October 24, 1995); a Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Internal Review of FBI Contacts with the White House (dated June 
1, 1993), and the Department of Treasury Inspector General Report "Allegation of 
Misuse of IRS RE: ULTRAIR" (dated June 11, 1993). 

The OPR report was initiated on July IS, 1993, by then-Deputy Attorney 
General Phillip Heymann in an e-mail message to Justice Department aide David 
Margolis. This report was in response to Congressional pressure for more 
answers as well as the President's commitment in a July 13, 1993, letter to 
then-Chairman Brooks of the House Judiciary Committee pledging that he would 
cooperate fully with any inquiry. 

On September 23, 1993, after consultations with majority staff of the 
Government Operations Committee, Mr. Clinger withdrew his request for Committee 
hearings on the White House Travel Office firings, "contingent upon the adequacy 
of the GAO effort" which had been mandated by Congress through P.L. 103-50. 

Individually and collectively, the five reports prepared concerning the White 
House Travel Office left many questions unanswered and, in fact, raised ~any 
more. Several Members of Congress, including Mr. Clinger, sought to have these 
questions answered through further investigation and Congressional hearings. In 
a letter dated October 7, 1994, Mr. Clinger and 16 other House Members again 
requested Congressional hearings on the White House Travel Office in order to 
"address serious questions arising from, or unanswered by, the General 
Accounting Office (GAO) Report to Congress, White House Travel Office Operations 
(GAO/GGD-94-132) ." 

Mr. Clinger's request was accompanied by a 71-page minority analysis of 
issues unaddressed by any of the previous five reports. This analysis reviewed 
contradictions concerning memoranda drafted by Catherine Cornelius outlining its 
new organizational structure and placing her in charge, activities of Harry 
Thomason and Darnell Martens; mismanagement by David Watkins; White House 
reasons justifying the Travel Office firings; contacts between Dee Dee Myers 
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and Darnell Martens; public disclosure of the FBI investigation; possible 
influence on the FBI; the integrity of Travel Office records; the role of the 
President, the reprimands, and inaccuracies and insufficiencies in the GAO 
report on the White House Travel Office. In response to this report, 
then-Chairman Conyers of the House Government Operations Committee wrote 
then-Ranking Member Clinger, "You have raised serious questions about GAO's 
report to Congress" and asked that GAO provide a "detailed response" to Mr. 
Clinger's concerns. No such response was provided. 

C. Committee's Investigation 

Soon after the November I 1994, Congressional elections,' Mr. Clinger, Chairman 
of the Government Reform and Oversight Committee of the 104th Congress, 
announced that he would hold hearings on the White House Travel Office firings. 
In December, 1994, the Public Integrity Division of the United States Department 
of Justice indicted former White House Travel Office Director Billy R. Dale on 
one charge of embezzlement and one charge of conversion. 

The Committee conducted 
participants in the Travel 
spring and summer of 1995. 

interviews and gathered documents from various 
Office matter on a voluntary basis throughout the 

White House document production, however, proved 
problematic and led to numerous meetings, correspondence and phone conversations 
with Clinton administration representatives in the White House Counsel's Office, 
the Department of Justice, the Department of the Treasury, and the General 
Accounting Office. 

In the fall of 1995, Chairman Clinger scheduled the Committee's first-hearing 
on the White House Travel Office for October 24, 1995. The hearing focused on 
the accuracy and completeness of the five White Ho use Travel Office reports and 
to consider whether further hearings were required to address unanswered issues. 
The panel at the October 24, 1995, hearing included authors of each of the five 
reports, respectively. This hearing purposely avoided all areas that might have 
impacted upon the trial of former Travel Office Director Billy R. Dale which was 
to commence on October 16, 1995. 

The Committee reviewed which of seven key Travel Office issues each report 
addressed. These issues were: the completeness of the review of references to 
"Highest Levels" involvement at the White House in the Travel Office firings; 
whether any assessment of White House Standards of Conduct was performed and 
whether Administration staffers had violated those standards; whether inquiries 
were made into the role of Hollywood producer Harry Thomason in the firings; the 
role of Mr. Thomason and his firm, TRM, Incorporated in seeking contracts 
involving the Interagency Committee on Aviation Policy (IlICAP"); whether the 
issue of competitive bidding by the White House Travel Office and by the White 
House itself in dealing with the Travel .office was reviewed; and whether 
thorough investigations into FBI and IRS actions and reactions to the White 
House inquiries had been undertaken. 

The hearing made clear that, given limitations on their scopes and limited 
access to documents and witnesses, none of the reports fully addressed the 
issues raised by the Travel Office firings. The redactions to the Treasury 
Inspector General IRS report made it impossible to determine whether the IRS 
addressed. any of the seven issues. The CPR and FBI reports only partially 
addressed two issues -- "FBI actions II and references to "Highest Levels of the 
White House" -- and never addressed the other five. Despite its far greater 
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understanding of the participants and circumstances leading to the Travel Office 
firings -- or arguably because of it the White House Travel Office Management 
Review only briefly and superficially addressed Harry Thomason's role, FBI 
actions and references to "Highest Levels" of the White House while ignoring 
competitive bidding, IRS action, standards of conduct and lCAP contracts. 
Similarly, the GAO relied on the White House Management Review in its report on 
Mr. Thomason's role and only partially addressed FBI actions and "Highest 
Levels" while leaving leAP, competitive bidding and standards of conduct 
unaddressed. IRS disclosure laws prevented the GAO from publicly addressing IRS 
actions. 

The October 24, 1995, hearing also made clear that the GAO and OPR reports 
were hobbled by what their respective authors referred to as an unprecedented 
lack of cooperation by the White House in their investigations. It was 
determined in the hearing that the White House had denied both GAO and OPR 
documents which were critical to their investigations. Both GAO and OPR never 
received many of the documents subsequently produced by the White House to this 
Committee. 

The criminal trial of former Travel Office Director Billy R. Dale began on 
October 26, 1995, and concluded on November 17, 1995, with Mr. Dale's acquittal 
of one charge "each of embezzlement and conversion after just two hours of jury 
deliberations. After the acquittal was announced, Chairman Clinger requested 
that the Public Integrity Section of the Department of Justice turn over all 
documents related to the criminal prosecution for review by the Committee. 

At year-end 1995, the Committee planned hearings on: the role of Mr. David 
Watkins in the Travel Office firings; the experiences of the seven fired Travel 
Office employees; the role of Mr. Harry Thomason; and the role of the FBI and 
IRS. In January 1996, the Committee subpoenaed all of Mr. Thomason's documents 
related to the Travel Office and filed a n6103 Waiver" with the IRS in which 
representatives of UltrAir authorized the IRS, Department of Treasury and others 
to release all relevant documents concerning the IRS audit of UltrAir in the 
wake of the Travel Office firings. The Department of the Treasury promised 
prompt delivery of all documents pending receipt of the expanded 6103 waiver. 

At 8:30 p.m. on January 3, 1996, the White House delivered a document 
production to Committee offices. Included in that production was a 9-page, 
undated draft memorandum written by David Watkins, a copy of which was 
simultaneously released to the media. Mr. Watkins wrote in this memorandum, 
which he characterized as a "soul cleansing n memorandum, that he had made his 
nfirst attempt to be sure the record is straight, something I have not done in 
previous conversations with investigators -- where I have been as vague and 
protective as possible. II The Watkins draft memo ascribed a far greater Travel 
Office role to First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton than the White House or Mrs. 
Clinton ever had admitted: liOn Monday morning you ('IOn Monday morning you 
[then-White House Chief of Staff McLarty] came to my office and met with me and 
Patsy Thomasson. At that meeting you explained that this was on the First 
Lady's 'radar screen." I explained to you that I had decided to terminate the 
Travel Office employees and you expressed relief that we were finally going to 
take action (to resolve the situation in conformity with the First Lady's 
wishes). We both knew there would be hell to pay if, after our failure in the 
Secret Service situation earlier, we failed to take swift and decisive action in 
conformity with the First Lady's wishes." 
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Mr. Watkins concluded that his memo: II [" (Made] clear that the Travel Office 
incident was driven by pressures for action originating outside my Office. If I 
thought I could have resisted those pressures, undertaken more considered 
action, and remained in the White House, I certainly would have done BO. But 
after the Secret Service incident, it was made clear that I must more forcefully 
and immediately follow the direction of the First Family. I was convinced that 
failure to take immediate action in this case would have been directly contrary 
to the wishes of the First Lady. something that would not have been tolerated in 
light of the Secret Service incident earlier in the year. II 

The Watkins draft memorandum was responsive to the September, 1995, document 
request by the Committee. Moreover, back in October, 1995, the White House 
Counsells Office had informed the Committee that it had produced most of the 
substantive documents pursuant to that request. 

The White House explained weeks afterwards that it first discovered the 
Watkins draft memorandum on December 29, 1995. The memorandum was reviewed by 
the White House Counsel's office and copied to several Administration officials 
as well as the personal attorneys for Mack McLarty, Patsy Thomasson, Harry 
Thomason, and the President and First' Lady by January 2, 1996. The White House 
released the Watkins draft memorandum to the media on the evening of January 3, 
1996, at the same time it released the documents to the Committee. 

On January 5, 1996, Chairman Clinger issued subpoenas to both David Watkins 
and Harry Thomason for all records concerning the White House Travel Office and 
related matters. On January II, 1996, Chairman Clinger issued interrogatories 
concerning the origin and chain-of-custody of the original and all copies of the 
Watkins draft memorandum to be answered in writing and under oath by 

Jane C. Sherburne, Special Counsel to the President 

Jon' Yarowsky, Associate Counsel to the President 

Natalie williams, Associate Counsel to the President 

Miriam R. Nimetz, Associate Counsel to the President 

Christopher D. Cerf, Associate Counsel to the President 

Nelson CUnningham, General Counsel, Office of Administration 

Patsy Thomasson, Deputy Director of White House Personnel 

Also on January II, 1996, the Committee issued bipartisan subpoenas for all 
relevant records to the White House Executive Office of the President and the 
White House Office of Administration as well as bipartisan personal subpoenas to 
Mack McLarty, Bruce Lindsey, Todd Stem, Patsy Thomasson, Catherine Cornelius and 
Margaret Williams; The documents subpoenaed were due on January 22, 1996. 

In the wake of the White House1s release of the Watkins draft memorandum, 
Clinton officials, attorneys and surrogates launched attacks on the character 
and managerial skills of former Travel Office Director Billy Dale. First Lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton also assailed Mr. Dale's management in various 
interviews. As a result, Chairman, Clinger wrote President Clinton on January 
16, 1996, requesting that the White House cease its continued attack on Mr. 
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Dale. 

On January 17, 1996, the Committee held its second hearing on the Travel 
Office matter. David Watkins was the Bole witness at this hearing. at which he 
requested that no still or video cameras be allowed to record his testimony, 
invoking a House rule. In the hearing, he testified under oath regarding his 
draft memorandum and other records he had turned over to the Committee pursuant 
to a personal subpoena. Watkins testified, "Was there pressure? Did I feel 
pressure of the desires and wishes of others? Yes, I did." Watkins testified he 
had felt, "a lot of internal pressure, II and was asked by whom. He answered: 
"The President and First Lady." He also testified: liThe pressure that I felt was 
coming from the First Lady was conveyed primarily through Harry Thomason and 
Vince Foster." Mr. Watkins' May 12, 1993, notes, first received by the Committee 
under personal subpoena, stated that Harry Thomason told him on that day that 
the First Lady wanted the Travel Office staff fired that day. In a May 14, 
1993, telephone call to the First Lady, Watkins testified, he was told, "We 
should get our people in and get those people out." 

In the wake of the discovery of the Watkins' memorandum where inconsistencies 
between Mr. Watkins' statements to the GAO and his undated memorandum and 
contemporaneous notes became clear, Chairman Clinger asked GAO to advise the 
Committee concerning A,hat sanctions exist for intentionally providing false 
information to GAO. GAO responded in a letter dated January 17, 1996, which 
addressed the relevant statutes and legal precedents. In a January 23, 1996, 
response to GAO, Chairman Clinger asked that GAO compare and contrast the notes 
of its interviews with Mr. Watkins with copies of interviews conducted with Mr. 
Watkins by various investigative agencies, Mr. Watkins' draft memorandum and 
contemporaneous notes and other materials. Chairman Clinger asked that GAO 
identify all of the material inconsistencies between the documents provided and 
GAO's own interview notes and to determine whether they met the materiality test 
reqUired by any applicable statute. 

The seven fired Travel Office employees testified on January 24, 1996, when 
the Committee held its third hearing on the White House Travel Office firings. 
The seven fired Travel Office employees testified about their work in the White 
House Travel Office and the management of press charters, the events leading to 
their firings on May 19, 1993, and their investigation at the hands of the FBI 
and IRS. Individually, they testified of the costs of their respective legal 
defenses which, all told, amounted to some $ 700,000. 

While all seven acknowledged that they served at the pleasure of the 
President, they questioned the manner in which the firings were undertaken. Mr. 
Dale testified: "If the President or the First Lady or anyone else wanted us out 
in order to give the business to their friends and supporters, that was their 
privilege. But why can't they just admit that is what they wanted to do rather 
than continue to make up accusations to hide that fact?" 

Mr. Billy Dale testified in the hearing that records disappeared from the 
Travel Office in the period immediately preceding the firings and disputed 
allegations of Travel Office mismanagement as a "convenient excuse II intended to 
justify the firings. Five of the Travel Office employees testified about being 
placed on administrative leave within a week of the firings and subsequently 
finding employment elsewhere in the federal government. Mr. Dale and former 
White House Travel Office Deputy Director Gary Wright had retired from federal 
service in the aftermath of the firings in 1993. 
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In a letter to the Committee dated January 23, 1996, Mr. David L. Clark, 
Director of Audit Oversight and Liaison for the General Accounting Office, 
evaluated current White House Travel Office management using the 29 criteria 
identified in its May 1994, report on the Travel Office. The evaluation was 
based on work performed by GAO in the Travel Office in the fall of 1995. GAO 
stated: "We found that the Travel Office had developed policies and implemented 
procedures during the period January 1995 through August 1995 to address all but 
3 of the 29 criteria. For those three, we found that the Travel Office had not 
(1) billed customers within its stated 15-day requirement, (2) paid vendors 
within its stated 4S-day requirement, and (3) performed bank reconciliations 
regularly. II 

GAO also reported: II [II [T]he Travel Office had a policy requiring monthly 
reconciliations of its checkbook with the cash balance reported by its bank. As 
of April 1994, we found that staff were performing the reconciliations as 
required. However, from January 1995 through August 1995, Travel Office staff 
performed no bank reconciliations because other tasks were given a higher 
priority. Immediately prior to our review, the Travel Office reconciled all 
outstanding bank statements and found deposits totaling $ 200,000 that had not 
been entered into its checkbook. These funds were allowed to vendors who had 
previously furnished goods and services for press trips. White House officials 
informed us that future monthly reconciliations will be performed as required. II 

GAOls discovery of a $ 200,000 discrepancy in White House Travel Office 
deposits for calendar year 1995 is a matter of some concern given that the White 
House alleged in May, 1993, that it,had fired the entire Travel Office staff and 
launched an FBI criminal investigation on the basis of a $ 18,200 discrepancy in 
Travel Office petty cash funds. 

On January 30, 1996. General Counsel Rob~rt P. Murphy of the General 
Accounting Office wrote Chairman Clinger addressing inconsistencies between 
statements made by David Watkins to GAO and Watkins I undated draft memorandum 
and notes taken by Watkins which were dated May 31, 1993, and Watkins' GAO 
interview and other relevant documents. 

On February 1, 1996, Chairman Clinger and Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman 
Orrin Hatch (R-UT) introduced a bill to reimburse the legal expenses of the 
seven fired White House Travel Office employees. The bill would reimburse 
nearly $ 500,000 spent by Mr. Billy Dale on his defense as well as the Travel 
Office expenses still due by his six colleagues. In a 1994 appropriation, 
Congress previously reimbursed $ 150,000 in their legal expenses. 

On February 7, 1996, the Committee issued additional bipartisan personal 
subpoenas to a number of current and former White House employees, volunteers, 
friends_and others involved in the Travel Office matter, including Matt Moore. 

On February 13, 1996, following consultation with Chairman Clinger, the GAO 
asked Federal prosecutors to investigate possible false statements made to GAO 
by David Watkins, having concluded that statements made or attributed to Mr. 
Watkins were inconsistent with statements he made in his GAO interview. Justice 
Department officials submitted the referral to the Independent Counsel and asked 
the court to approve an expansion of the scope of Independent Counsel Kenneth 
Starr to include this referral. 
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The Government Reform and Oversight Committee submitted a list of 26 
interrogatories to First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton on February 15, 1996. 
These interrogatories were to be answered in writing and under oath by the First 
Lady by February 29, 1996. The White House subsequently asked for an extension 
and the Chairman of the Committee on Government Reform and Oversight agreed to a 
three-week extension. The White House provided the First Lady's sworn responses 
to the Committee on the second due date, March 21, 1996. Her responses were 
released to the media at the same time. In the responses, the First Lady 
insisted she had no decision-making role in the Travel Office firings and that 
her statements to GAO were accurate. As to conversations with Harry Thomason, 
Vince Foster and David Watkins, the First Lady had very few specific 
recollections. 

Chairman Clinger submitted H. Res. 369, which was referred to the Committee 
on Rules, on February 29, 1996. H. Res. 369 provided special authority to the 
Committee On Government Reform and Oversight to obtain testimony for purposes of 
investigation and study of the White House Travel Office matter. The bill was 
limited, deliberately, to provide deposition authority to the Committee on 
Government Reform and Oversight only for its investigation of the Travel Office 
matter. Deposition authority allowed the Committee to obtain sworn testimony 
from witnesses while minimizing the number of hearings needed in order to 
complete the investigation. [to complete the investigation. [18] [[18] Precedents 
for such deposition authority have included: 1) President Nixon Impeachment 
Proceedings (93rd Congress, 1974, H-Res. 803); 2) Assassinations Investigation 
(95th Congress, 1977, H.Res. 222); 3) Koreagate (95th Congress, 1977, H.Res. 252 
and H.Res. 752); 4) Abscam (97th Congress, 198 1, H.Res. 67); 5) Iran-Contra 
(100th Congress, 1987, H.Res. 12); 6) Judge Hastings Impeachment Proceedings 
(100th Congress, 1987, H.Res. 320); 7) Judge Nixon-Impeachment proceeding~ 
(100th Congress, 1988, H.Res. 562); and 8) October Surprise (102nd Congress, 
1991, H.Res. 258). 

The House approved H.Res. 369 on March 7, 1996. Thereupon, the Committee on 
Government Reform and Oversight notified witnesses it wished to testify under 
oath before the Committee. Depositions commenced in late March, 1996, and are 
expected to be completed by June,1996. 

The White House made a March 15, 1996, production of documents pursuant to 
the Commlttee's January 11, 1996, subpoena." That production contained yet 
another unproduced May 3, 1994, handwritten letter from David Watkins to Mrs. 
Clinton. No explanation for the White House's failure to produce this document 
for nearly two years during the course of nUmerous other document requests and 
subpoenas was proffered until two requests for a chain-of-custody were made. Mr. 
Quinn finally responded on April 5, 1996, stating only that the letter was 
located in a stack of unsorted, miscellaneous papers and memorabilia in the 
Office of personal Correspondence having been for- warded to carolyn Huber from 
the First Lady. Ms. Huber forwarded the original letter to the First Lady on 
March 4, 1996. Mr. Quinn stated that Mrs. Clinton did not look at the letter 
until March 12, 1996, at which time she immediately sent the only copy of the 
White House document to her personal lawyer, David Kendall. Mr. Kendall 
reviewed the original and returned a copy, and later the original, to Special 
White House Counsel Jane Sherburne. 

On March 22, 1996, the three-judge federal appeals panel which appointed 
Kenneth W. Starr Whitewater Independent "Counsel approved an expansion of 
Independent Counsel Starr's Mandate to include the issue of whether Mr. David 
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Watkins lied about First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton's role in the Travel Office 
firings and related matters. Attorney General Janet Reno referred the Watkins 
matter to the three- judge panel after the Justice Department had concluded that 
Watkins could be investigated by an independent counsel. 

By a note of 350 to 43 on March 19. 1993, the House of Representatives passed 
H.R. 2937, a bill to reimburse the legal expenses and related fees incurred by 
former employees of the White House Travel Office with respect to the 
termination of their employment in that office on May 19, 1993. 

In document productions from individuals subpoenaed, the Committee was 
provided with a copy of a February 15, 1996, White House Memorandum from John M. 
Quinn, Counsel to the President and Jane C. Sherburne, Special Counsel to the 
President, to a witness who had been subpoenaed by the Committee on Government 
Reform and Oversight to provide all records related to the White House Travel 
Office matter in the witness' possession to the Committee. The memorandum from 
Mr. Quinn and Ms. Sherburne stated, in part: "Last week, the Committee ["Last 
week, the Committee [on Government Reform and Oversight] issued personal 
subpoenas to you and other current and former White House employees. These 
personal subpoenas call for personal as well as White House records. The 
Counsel's. Office will handle production of your responsive While House records, 
i.e., records created or obtained during the course of your official duties. 
Accordingly, you should forward any White House records you believe may be 
responsive to the Counsel's Office and we will determine whether they should be 
produced to the Committee. You should provide any responsive personal records 
directly to the Committee." [records directly to the Committee." [Emphasis in 
original.] 

The existence of the February 15, 1996, memorandum from Mr. Quinn and Ms. 
Sherburne greatly concerns the Committee because the February 7, 1996, subpoenas 
served were personal subpoenas. Those subpoenaed to provide all relevant White 
House Travel Office records in their possession remain personally responsible 
for making a complete production, whether or not the White House chooses to 
withhold any or all of their documents from production to the Committee. Given 
the White House's continuing unwillingness's to make a complete production of 
records it has been subpoenaed to provide the Committee, its instructions in the 
February 15, 1996, memo by Mr. Quinn and Ms. Sherburne to witnesses served 
personal subpoenas, suggests that the White House intends to play an 
intermediary role in the case of current and former White House staffers, 
volunteers and others in a manner which may lead to their being held personally 
liable for a failure to produce all relevant records. 

In the wake of its discovery of the February 15, 1996, memorandum by Mr. 
Quinn and Ms. Sherburne, the Committee wrote letters to each individual who had 
been issued a personal subpoena informing them that all records responsive to 
the Committee's January and February 1996, subpoenas must be produced by May 8, 
1996. Chairman Clinger sent similar letters to White House Counsel Quinn and 
Attorney General Reno informing them that all records responsive to White House 
and Justice Department subpoenas were to be produced by May 8, 1996. 

Chairman Clinger also announced on May 2, 1996, that he had scheduled a 
Committee business meeting for Thursday, May 9, 1996, at 9 a.m. to consider a 
privileged resolution to compel production of any subpoenaed records relating to 
the White House Travel Office which were not provided to the Committee by May 8, 
1996. 
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WHITE HOUSE HISTORY OF STONEWALLING 

The White House response to the several investigations into the White House 
Travel Office matter has been a history of three years of stonewalling. Despite 
a GAO investigation which was-mandated by law -- a law which President Clinton 
himself signed, an OPR investigation conducted by the President·s own political 
appointee. and criminal investigations conducted by the Justice Department; the 
White House has continued to withhold documents relating to Travelgate. An 
abbreviated history of the stonewalling follows. 

A. GAO Investigation 

On July 2, 1993, a law was signed by the President which included a provision 
mandating the GAO review of the Travel Office. The report originally was to be 
completed by September 30, 1993, but due in part to numerous White House delays, 
interviews were not completed until March 1994 and the report finished in May 
1994. Last fall, a GAO representative testified before this Committee that the 
measure of cooperation received from the White House was less than optimal. She 
further testified that not all documents were provided to GAO by the White 
House. [White House. [19) Indeed, the White House denied GAO responsive documents 
that only came to light after this Committee began its investigation. The 
following is an overview of White House delays in document production with GAO: 

* While the Justice Department did not object to the White House interviewing 
Catherine Cornelius, David watkins, and a number of other employees in the 
course of the White House Management Review despite the fact that there was an 
ongoing criminal investigation, the Justice Department did delay and/or prevent 
GAO from completing some of its interviews. 

* GAO experienced months of delays while seeking documents regarding the 
Travel Office matter and ultimately did not receive all relevant documents 
pursuant to its document requests. The White House Counsel's Office worked to 
narrow the scope of GAO document requests throughout that period. 

* As a result of the narrowed document requests, the White House failed to 
provide the Vince Foster Travel Office file (which White House Counsel Bernard 
Nussbaum kept in his office following Mr. Foster's death), and the White House 
failed to provide the White House Management Review interview notes. 

* Even the narrowed request however, does not explain why the White House 
failed to provide the Watkins "soul cleansing memo. David watkins, Matt Moore 
and Patsy Thomasson all had copies of the memo and all were made aware of the 
various document requests and subpoenas. Matt Moore himself was involved in the 
process of producing documents. 

* White House failed to provide any documents related to the efforts by Harry 
Thomason and Darnell Martens to obtain GSA contracts for their company, TRM. 

* GAO noted that the level of cooperation that it received from the White 
House was not conducive to properly conducting its work. [[19) GAO official 
Nancy Kingsbury testified before the Committee on October'24, 1995, liAs a 
practical matter, we depend on and usually receive the candor and cooperation of 
agency officials and other involved parties and a.ccess to all their records. In 
candor, I can't say that there has been quite as generous an outpouring of 
cooperation in this case as might have been desirable. 11 See, White House 
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Travel Office -- Day One, Hearings before the House Committee on Government 
Reform and Oversight, l04th. Cong., 2d Sess., January 24, 1986. 

B. CPR Investigation 

On July 15. 1993, Deputy Attorney General Phillip Heymann called on the 
Justice Department's Office of Professional Responsibility (OPR) to conduct a 
review of the FBI's role in the Travel Office firings. Later, after Vincent 
Foster's death and the discovery of his nsuicide note," Mr. Heymann added to the 
investigation a review of the comments in Vincent Foster's note which mentioned 
that the "FBI lied." 

This CPR investigation was ordered after President Clinton himself wrote to 
the then Chairman of the JUdiciary Committee that his Administration would 
cooperate with any Justice Department investigation. As discussed supra, OPR 
Counsel Michael Shaheen later wrote that he was "stunned" by the documents 
withheld from his inquiry and did not believe the White House officials he dealt 
with were cooperative. 

The following is an overview of the White House delays and denials in 
responding to the Office of Professional Responsibility investigation: 

* White House failed to provide the Vince Foster Travel Office file. OPR 
Counsel Michael Shaheen wrote a scathing memo in July 1995 about not receiving 
this document for OPR' s investigation. Mr. Shaheen wrote: "we were stunned to 
learn of the existence of this document since it so obviously bears directly 
upon the inquiry we were directed to undertake in late July and August 1993 

* The White House only provided the White House Management Review notes from 
the interview with Vincent Foster to OPR. OPR had asked for all of the interview 
notes. Mr. Shaheen wrote: "The White House declined to provide the notes and 
failed to mention the existence of any handwritten notes by Mr. Foster on the 
subject. n 

* Mr. Shaheen also stated in his memo: "we believe that our repeated requests 
to White House personnel and counsel for any information that could shed light 
on Mr. Foster's statement regarding the FBI clearly covered the notebook [the 
Vince Foster Travel Office notebook] and that even a minimum level'of 
cooperation by the White House should have resulted in its disclosure to us at 
the outset of our investigation." 

* Shaheen noted that the Vince Foster Travel Office notebook also had been 
withheld from the Independent Counsel. 

* Mr. Shaheen and members of his staff informed Committee Counsel in an 
interview that by December, 1993, OPR was considering going to the Attorney 
General to request a full investigation into the Travel Office matter because of 
the "very dangerous signals" sent to the investigators which indicated possible 
obstruction of its investigation. Shaheen and his investigators noted that the 
memories of White House witnesses were very vague and this was only several 
months after the events in question. Mr. Shaheen's investigation was cut short 
by the appointment of the Independent Counsel. 

C. Justice Department, Public Integrity Section 
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In May, 1993, the Public Integrity Section of the U.S.' Department of Justice 
began a criminal investigation into the Travel Office matter and shortly 
thereafter began an investigation into the roles of Harry Thomason and Darnell 
Martens at the White House. 

In the course of the Public Integrity Section's investigation, the White 
House engaged in the extraordinary step of withholding documents from its own 
Justice Department which was, at the time, conducting a criminal investigation 
into the actions of presidential friend Harry Thomason as well as a criminal 
investigation of Billy Dale. The Clinton White House foot-dragging with Justice 
Department prosecutors caused Clinton appointee and head of the Public Integrity 
Section, Lee Radek, to write in an internal memo: "At this point we are not 
confident that the White House has produced to us all documents in its 
possession relating to the Thomason allegations ... [Thomason allegations 
[T]he White House's incomplete production greatly concerns us because the 
integrity of our review is entirely dependent upon securing all relevant 
documents." 

The following is an overview of White House delays and denials in dealing 
with the investigation of the Justice Department's Public Integrity Section. 

* July of 1993: the Department of Justice began trying to get an interview 
with Harry Thomason while Thomason's lawyer began trying to get access to the 
White House Management Review interview notes of Harry Thomason. 

* SUmmer of 1993: Public Integrity began seeking documents from the White 
House in the summer of 1993 but received little information. As of September 3D, 
1993, Prosecutor Goldberg wrote to the White House "to confirm that the White 
House had only located two documents related to Harry Thomason." 

* October 12, 1993: White House Counsel sent an agreement which would allow 
Public Integrity prosecutor Goldberg to "view" two Harry Thomason memos. 

* November 12, 1993: Goldberg signed an agreement to view two Harry Thomason 
"White House project" memos but not take any notes or make copies. At this 
point, almost six months after the firings and six months after the initiation 
of an investigation into Travel Office related matters, no one at the White 
House appears to have mentioned the GSA/]CAP contracts Harry Thomason and 
Darnell Martens generated while seeking business for their company, TPM . 

. * January 1994 - Spring of 1994: Public Integrity continued to seek documents 
about Harry Thomason's activities at the White House and received its first 
reAP/GSA contract documents regarding efforts by Harry Thomason and Darnell 
Martens to seek government contracts. 

* March 14, 1994: Public Integrity wrote to White House Counsel Eggleston 
asking for confirmation in writing that the White House had searched for all 
Harry Thomason files . 

• April 5, 1994: Neil Eggleston distributed a memo t,Q gather all Harry 
Thomason and Darnell Martens documents by April 7', ~ 1994:: It requires a signed 
certification stating: "I have searched my files and I have no documents 
responsi ve to the requests set forth in this memorandum." 
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* AprilS, 1994: An FBI e-mail on this date titled: "WHTO Update" states: 
"there has been some problem in obtaining records from the White House regarding 
Thomason's duties and responsibilities. Goldberg is considering issuing a 
subpoena ... II 

* Spring 1994: Production of Harry Thomason documents to Public Integrity 
continues. Matt Moore and Neil Eggleston were involved in document production. 
(Matt Moore possessed copies of the Watkins memos that never were turned over.) 

* May 11, 1994: Neil Eggleston, Joel Klein and Marvin Krisloy (all in the 
White House Counsel's office) wrote a letter to the Independent Counsel 
addressing how the White House would comply with the Independent Counsel's grand 
jury subpoena. (Their letter narrowed the scope of the Independent Counsel's 
initial request.) 

* Sometime in May, 1994: Eggleston reviews the Foster Travel Office file to 
determine if it is responsive to the Special Counsel Robert Special Counsel 
Robert Fiske sUbpoena. He decides that it is not. Eggleston apparently ignores 
the fact that the Foster Travel Office file, which mentions Harry Thomason and 
Darnell Martens throughout, is responsive to the Public Integrity document 
requests. 

* June 24, 1993: Neil Eggles~on writes a letter to Stuart Goldberg informing 
him that Public Integrity has all of the Harry Thomason documents as of this 
date. (Vince Foster Travel Office file is not included.) 

* July 10, 1994: Neil Eggleston writes a memo to Lloyd CUtler about the Vince 
Foster Travel Office file and why it wasn't produced to 'any investigation to 
date. Eggleston recommends producing only portions of the Foster notebook to 
Public Integrity by that Tuesday (July 12, 1994). Those portions are not 
provided until one month later. 

* August 19, 1994: Neil Eggleston provides the additional documents from 
Foster's Travel Office notebook to Public Integrity (approximately 20 pages of 
the lOa-plus page document are provided.). 

* August 30, 1994: Public Integrity prosecutor Goldberg writes the White 
House to ask why Harry Thomason documents were withheld and asks for an 
explanation by September 8, 1994 . 

• September 8, 1994: Neil Eggleston writes Goldberg explaining why he failed 
to turn over all of the Harry Thomason documents saying "I sincerely apologize 
for the oversight and hope that the delay in production of these documents has 
not caused you any inconvenience ... please be advised that I have resigned 
effective September 8, 1994. II 

* September 8, 1994: Public Integrity Chief Lee Radek writes a memo to Jack 
Keeney stating: "At this point we are not confident that the White House has' 
reduced to us all documents in its possession relating to the Thomason 
allegations ... the White House's incomplete production greatly concerns us 
because the integrity of our review is entirely dependent upon securing all 
relevant documents." 

* September 13, 1994: A Grand Jury subpoena for documents from the White 
House relating to Harry Thomason and Darnell Martens is served on the White 
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House with a September 30, 1994, due date. 

* September 30, 1994: All Harry Thomason and Darnell Martens records pursuant 
to the September 13, 1994, subpoena are due to the Grand Jury. The White House 
produced a "PRIVILEGE LOGI! which identifies more than 120 documents that the 
White House refuses to turn over to its own Justice Department in the course of 
a criminal investigation involving activities at the White House. 

* July 6, 1995: White House provides complete Vince Foster Travel Office file 
to the press. 

* July 28, 1995: White House, in responding to Public Integrity prosecutor 
Goldberg, sends more pages of vince Foster Travel Office notebook. 

* August 17, 1995: Public Integrity prosecutor Goldberg reviews more Vince 
Foster documents at the White House with White House Associate Counsel Natalie 
Williams. 

* November 4, 1995: In the midst of the Billy Dale trial, a White House 
Associate Counsel taxes a memo on the Travel Office files that is dated 5/21/93. 
The memo was from a member of the White House Records Management staff who 
expressed concerns about the handling of the documents in the Travel Office 
after the firings. The memo had not been provided previously to Public 
Integrity or to defendant Billy Dale, whose criminal trial was under way. 

* November 6, 1995: The White House sends additional unknown documents to 
Public Integrity prosecutor Goldberg. 

In summary, it took the White House nearly six months to allow Public 
Integrity prosecutors to see any documents related to Harry Thomason and nearly 
a year to provide most of the ICAP/GSA documents. The White House failed to 
provide the Vince Foster Travel Office file in its entirety until July, 1995, 
after it released the file to the press. Portions of the file had been provided 
to Public Integrity in August, 1994. A September, 1994, subpoenaing failed to 
produce t~is document in its entirety. 

The White House also failed to provide the Watkins "soul cleansing memo~' 
which was in Patsy Thomasson's files despite numerous document requests and the 
September, 1994, subpoena. At the very least, David Watkins, Matt Moore and 
Patsy Thomasson were aware of the existence of this document throughout the 
course of document requests. 

Even after the September, 1994, subpoena from Public Integrity, the White 
House produced a privilege log of 120-plus documents it refused to provide to. 
its own Justice Department in the course of a criminal investigation. White 
House production of documents to Public Integrity continued throughout the 
course of the Billy Dale trial in October-November, 1995. Since these documents 
belatedly were provided to public Integrity, they also belatedly were provided 
to the defendant during his trial instead of before· the trial began. Public 
Integrity does not appear to have sought documents directly from Harry Thomason 
until after the Billy Dale trial ended and after both the Committee on 
Government Reform and Oversight and the Independent Counsel had sought documents 
from Mr. Thomason and Mr. Martens. New -- never before known of -- documents 
regarding efforts by Mr. Thomason and Mr. Martens to seek business for TRM were 
included in these productions to the Justice Department after Billy Dale's 
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trial. 

Public Integrity's tolerance of White House foot-dragging was in stark 
contrast to the aggressive pursuit of Billy Dale and his family throughout the 
course of the criminal. investigation of Mr. Dale. 

D. committee Investigation 

1. Ranking Member Clinger's efforts in the Minority, .1993-94: 

On June 16, 1993, Ranking Minority Member Bill Clinger joined House 
Republican leadership in requesting documents and answers to questions regarding 
the Travel Office. No substantive response ever was provided. 

* August 6, 1993: Chairman Clinger joins Republican leadership in requesting 
information on the IRS investigation and other Travel Office questions. (No 
substantive response ever was provided.) 

* October 15, 1993: Chairman Clinger writes Bernard Nussbaum concerning the 
status of Harry Thomason as a special government employee. (No substantive 
response ever was provided.) 

* September 13, 1994: Chairman Clinger requests that the White House provide 
access to GAO documents maintained at the White House. (Request never provided -
later memo shows White House Counsel Neil Eggleston recommended turning down the 
request after the Appropriations bill for the White House had passed.) 

* September 20, 1994: Chairman Clinger again requests to review GAO documents 
at the White House. 

* October 1994: Chairman Clinger issues a report analyzing the GAO report on 
the Travel Office and calling for hearings on the discrepancies in the GAO work 
papers versus the actual report and other various outstanding issues. 

2. Chairman Clinger's Efforts in the Majority, 1995 - Present, 

Once elected Chairman of the new Committee on Government Reform and 
Oversight, Chairman Clinger announced that he would continue the Committee's 
investigation into the White House Travel Office matter. On June 14, 1995, the 
Committee makes first document request to White House focusing on the White 
House Management Review docwnents and documents related to all of Harry 
Thomason's activities. 

* Throughout June and July, 1995, White House fails to produce any documents 
and requests tha~ the Committee hire security guards to protect any documents 
provided to the Committee. 

* July 1B, 1995: White House produces the Vince Foster Travel Office file 
several weeks after providing it to the press. 

* August 2, 1995: White House produces documents, 90% of which previously 
have been made publicly available (i.e. White House Management Review copies, 
GAO report copies, press conference transcripts). 
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* August 9, 1995: White House produces more copies of the Management Review 
from various files and several miscellaneous documents. 

* August 28, 1995: White House produces miscellaneous hand- written notes by 
White House employees . 

• September 5, 1995: White House produces a privilege log identifying 900 
pages of documents from the White House Management Review. 

* September 13, 1995: After negative press reaction to White House privilege 
log, the White House produces approximately 400 pages of interview notes from 
the 900 pages of Management Review documents. 

* September 18, 1995: White House produces Bruce Lindsey documents r~garding 
efforts by Harry Thomason and Darnell Martens to obtain GSA consulting contracts 
for their business, TRM. These documents had not been identified previously as 
documents that were being withheld in the privilege log. (On this same day, 
Harry Thomason cancels a previously scheduled interview with Committee staff.) 

On September 18, 1995, the Committee makes a second document request to White 
House requesting all White House Travel Office documents from all of the various 
investigations. 

* September 25, 1995: White House produces more notes from the White House 
Management Review. 

* September 28, 1995: White House produces more documents from Bruce 
Lindsey's office, Counsel's office and Office of Administration. 

* October 4, 1995: White House produces additional White House Management 
Review documents. 

* October 5, 1995: White House produces documents from Neil Eggleston and 
Bill Kennedy. 

* October 13, 1995: White House produces documents from Counsel's office, 
Office of Administration and Records Management. 

* October 7, 1995: White House produces documents from Cliff Sloan, Neil 
Eggleston and various White House Management Review files. 

* October 24, 1995: Committee holds first hearing on the Travel Office 
matter. 

* October 26, 1995: Billy Dale embezzlement trial begins. 

* November 14,1995: White House produces more White House Management Review 
documents, including lengthy chronologies and drafts, but still does not provide 
the legal anal vsis prepared by Beth Nolan concerning Harry Thomason's status as 
a special government employee (staff is allowed to review) . 

• November 16, 1995: Billy Dale acquitted. 

* December 19, 1995: White House Counsel sends out memo to all staff to 
respond to committee document requests. 
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* December 22, 1995: White House produces more documents from Joel Klein, 
Office of Records Management, Cliff Sloan, Patsy Thomasson and Counsel's office. 

* December 29, 1995: Watkins memo allegedly found at White House. 

* January 3, 
House offices. 

1996: White House produces more documents from various White 
Watkins memo is produced. 

On January 5, 1996, the Committee issues bipartisan subpoenas to David 
Watkins and Harry Thomason for all documents. On January II, 1996, the 
Committee issues bipartisan subpoenas to the White House for all outstanding 
documents and to six individuals at White House. Responsive documents are due to 
the Committee on January 22, 1996. 

* January 22, 1996: White House produces documents from Counsel's office, 
Chief of Staff s office, Office of Administration and other offices. 

* January 29, 1996: White House produces documents from miscellaneous files 
including those of Patsy Thomasson and Catherine Cornelius. 

* February 1, 1996: White House Counsel sends out memo to all staff 
requesting all documents responsive to the January II, 1996 subpoena due on 
January 22, 1996. 

* February 14, 1996: White House produces documents from various individual 
files. 

On February 7, 1996, the Committee sends individual subpoenas to more than 25 
present and former White House staff (due February 26, 1996). On Febru.ary 15, 
1996, the Committee issues interrogatories to the First Lady due on February 29, 
1996. A subsequent request for an additional three weeks to respond was 
granted. 

* February 1S, 1996: White House distributes a memo to present and former 
staff, volunteers and others who received personal subpoenas requesting that 
they turn over their documents to the White House and stating that the White 
House in turn will produce relevant documents to the Committee. 

* February 22, 1996: White House produces documents from various White House 
offices, including notes taken by a White House intern monitoring the Billy Dale 
trial and documents related to Billy Dale trial. White House represents, that 
responsive documents have been produced and this should complete production but 
that there are documents they believe are subject to privilege which they are 
withholding. No privilege log is provided. 

* "March 4, 1996: White House produces additional documents. 

* March 8, 1996: White House produces documents from Cliff Sloan, Todd Stem, 
Matt Moore, Dee Dee Myers, Natalie Williams and Counsel's office. 

* March 15, 1996: White House produces a small number of documents including 
a never before produced letter to the First Lady from David Watkins dated May 3, 
1994 -- the day after the GAO Travel Office Report was issued. 
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* March 21, 1996: First Lady provides responses to Committee's 
interrogatories regarding the Travel Office. 
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* April 1, 1996: White House produces additional documents including the 
first e-mail produced by the White House . 

• April 2, 1996: White House produces additional documents from Cliff Sloan's 
records and Office of Personal Correspondence. 

* April 18, 1996: White House produces documents from Dee Dee Myers that were 
left out of earlier productions (documents are notes from May, 1993, concerning 
the Travel Office) . 

• April 24, 1996: White House produces several pages of additional documents 
from Tom Castleton, David Watkins and Information & Systems Technology. 

* May 9, 1996, White House continues to withhold documents related to the 
Travel Office matter. The Committee votes to hold Messrs. Quinn, Watkins and 
Moore in contempt of Congress. 

INVOCATION OF PRIVILEGES 

A. Assertion of Executive Privilege 

1. Background 

As has been fully recounted above, the Committee's investigation of the 
Travel Office firings has been prolonged, and essentially thwarted, by the 
tactics of delay, obfuscation, and deliberate obstruction by the White House, 
and in particular by the custodian of the documents sought, White House Counsel 
John M. Quinn. Following failures to supply documents responsive to its written 
requests of June 14, and September 18, 1995, and the belated discovery of the 
Watkins memo on December 29, 1995, the Committee, with full bipartisan 
concurrence, issued subpoenas duces tecum to David Watkins on January 5, 1996, 
Mr. John Quinn on January 11, 1996, [5, 1996, Mr. John Quinn on January 11, 
1996, [20] and to Matthew Moore on February 6, 1996, with return dates of January 
11, 1996, January 22, 1996, and February 26, respectively. 

A protracted process of attempted accommodation ensued which resulted in the 
discovery of previously requested or subpoenaed material amongst the production 
of various groupings of theretofore withheld documents. A rolling production of 
records ensued which continued sporadically for more than three months with no 
plausible explanation as to why documents were not found and produced earlier, 
and without any agreement as to a definitive-timetable for the completion of the 
document.production. Indeed, the White House throughout this period continually 
refused to supply the Committee with either an index of the documents being 
withheld or a privilege log specifically identifying documents for which 
presidential privilege was being claimed. The White House Counsel's Office also 
intervened with individuals with records subpoenaed by the Committee to have 
them send documents in their possession to the White House rather than directly 
to the Committee. [[20] The subpoena was directed to the "CUstodian of Records, 
Executive Office of the President." White House Counsel John M. Quinn has 
acknowledged, through actions and words, that he is the custodian of the 
documents sought. 
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On May 2, 1996, Chairman Clinger advised White House Counsel Quinn, Attorney 
General Janet Reno, and former White House aides David Watkins and Matthew Moore 
that they were not in compliance with the subpoenas previously served on them, 
that the final return date for the covered material would be close of business 
May 8, 1996, and that a meeting of the full Committee was scheduled for 9:00 
a.m. on May 9, 1996, at which time a vote on a resolution to cite them for 
contempt of Congress would be held if production of the records was not 
forthcoming. There followed a series of written and oral communications in 
which the White House adamantly refused to modify its stance of non-compliance 
or to supply an unequivocal constitutional basis for its position. 

In a May 3 letter to Chairman Clinger, Mr. Quinn decried the threat of a 
contempt citation as an election season "political tactic." In a conversation 
between Mr. Quinn and Chairman Clinger on the morning of May 3, the Chairman 
informed Mr. Quinn that an impediment to the resolution of the dispute was the 
Committee's inability to understand the nature of the documents being withheld 
and suggested again that a privilege log be supplied. That evening Mr. Quinn 
responded with a telecopied letter to the Chairman broadly describing the 
categories of documents being withheld: 

1. Documents relating to ongoing grand jury investigations by the 
Independent Counsel; 

2. Documents created in connection with Congressional hearings concerning 
the Travel Office matter; and 

3. Certain specific confidential internal White House Counsel Office 
documents, including "setting" notes, certain other counsel votes, memoranda 
which contain pure legal analysis, and personnel records which are of the type 
protected by the Privacy Act. 

There was no indication that any of these documents involve communications to 
or from the President nor was there any specific claim of presidential 
privilege, only an allusion to the President's right to have the services of 
White House counsel who can operate with sufficient confidentiality to serve 
him. 

Chairman Clinger responded ~y letter on May 6, explaining that the expansion 
of the Committee's investigation was the direct result of finding "significant 
evidence that the White House Counsel's Office was used to coordinate official 
responses to investigative bodies and, too often, deny investigative agencies 
with appropriate access to that information" which has raised serious questions 
"[whether these actions met the standards for improper, even criminal conduct." 
The Chairman also made it clear that his May 2 letter rejected an earlier 
(February 15, 1996) offer of limited access to certain documents conditioned on 
a surrender of the right of access to all other. documents, and reiterated the 
firmness of the May 8 return date. Mr. Quinn responded that same day expressing 
a desire to continue to work toward a compromise solution, and offered to 
discuss making available material related to the IRS and FBI inquiries. 

The Chairman responded to this. last communication the next day, May 7, 
expressing appreciatio~ for the offer of the IRS and FBI records, but noting 
that the IRS document had been previously promised, and that with respect to the 
FBI records, it was the first time the Committee heard anything about the White 
House withholding FBI records. Mr. Clinger also invited the submission of a 
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written assertion of presidential executive privilege by 8:00 a.m., May 9, 1996, 
which would be transmitted to all members of the Committee. 

On May 7, counsel for David Watkins submitted a legal memorandum claiming 
that drafts of the Watkins soul cleansing memo in the possession of Matthew 
Moore are protected by the attorney-client and work product privileges. 

On May 8, Mr. Quinn, during a meeting with the Chairman and the Ranking 
Minority Member, transmitted to the Committee a memorandum from the Office of 
Legal Counsel, Department of Justice, suggesting that the scheduled vote on the 
criminal contempt citations be canceled and that legislation be passed vesting 
jurisdiction in a federal district court to resolve the subpoena compliance 

" issue in a civil contempt proceeding before the court. In a response to the 
Ranking Minority Member dated that same day, the Chairman rejected the proposal 
as unreasonable, but advised that he would delay the filing of the Committee 
report on the contempt resolution to provide additional time for the White House 
to comply. 

On the morning of May 9, Mr. Quinn wrote the Chairman expressing his view 
that the threat of criminal contempt is "Irresponsible" and "calculated not to 
find the truth but instead to make a political point." He asserted that the 
Committee's subpoenas were not "sufficiently specific ... to establish the 
demonstrably critical showing that the courts require in order for an oversight 
Committee to overcome the executive branch's strong interest in confidential and 
candid communications. Instead, you have unilaterally determined that this 
President is not entitled to any confidential legal communications and, 
therefore, any defense. II Mr. Quinn then informed the Chairman that the Attorney 
General had provided the President with an opinion that "executive privilege may 
be properly asserted with respect to the entire set of White House Counsel's 
Office documents currently being withheld from the Committee, pending a final 
Presidential decision on the matter, II and that pursuant to that opinion the 
President had directed him to invoke executive privilege "as a protective 
matter" with respect to all the contested documents. "The letter concluded with a 
request that any action with respect to the failure to comply with the subpoenas 
be held in abeyance pending the President's decision whether to claim privilege 
with respect to specific, individual documents. 

By a vote of 27-19, the Committee on May 9 agreed to report a resolution of 
contempt of Messrs. Quinn, Watkins and Moore to the floor of the House. [floor 
of the House. [21] The Chairman announced, however, that he would delay 
transmitting the Committee report to the floor to allow further opportunity for 
resolution of the dispute. But as of the date of the transmittal of this 
report, there has been no meaningful movement toward accommodation by the White 
House nor has there been an official written assertion of executive privilege by 
the President pursuant to the procedures implemented by President Reagan on 
November 4, 1982, and adopted by President Clinton. 

2. There Has Been No Effective Claim of Executive Privilege by 

the President 

In his May 2, 1996, letter to White House Counsel John M. Quinn, Chairman 
Clinger unequivocally set the close of business May 8 as the final return date 
for subpoena duces tecum issued on January II, 1996. The Chairman reiterated the 
finality of that closure date in his subsequent correspondence with Mr. Quinn 
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on May 6 and 7 and in a meeting with him on May 8. Mr. Quinn acknowledged his 
understanding of the due date and the consequences of noncompliance and made it 
clear in his letters of May 2 and 3 that his failure to comply would be 

'intentional. Thus, as of the close of business on May 8, upon his failure to 
timely produce the subpoenaed documents admittedly in his custody and control, 
Mr. Quinn's contempt was complete. [custody and control, Mr. Quinn's contempt was 
complete. [22] [[21J Prior to the Committee meeting, the Department of Justice 
agreed to comply with demands for documents in its possession. The portion of 
the contempt resolution directed at Attorney General Reno therefore was dropped. 
[22 United States v. Bryan, 339 U.s. 323, 329-30 (1950) (" [[22J United States v. 
Bryan, 339 U.S. 323, 329-30 (1950) ("[WJhen the government introduced evidence 
in this case that respondent validly had been served with a lawful subpoena 
directing her to produce records within her custody and control, and that on the 
day set out in subpoena she intentionally failed to comply, it made a prima 
facie case of willful default. ") 

On May 7, Chairman Clinger invited Mr. Quinn to submit either a written 
statement setting forth valid·claims of executive privilege or a written claim 
of executive privilege signed by the President by 8:00 a.m. May 9. Mr. Quinn 
accepted that invitation by a letter of that date that related the view of 
Attorney General Reno that the President presently could assert executive 
privilege for all the subject documents until such time as he made final 
decision on the matter. Mr. Quinn advised that he had been directed to inform 
the Committee that the President was invoking executive privilege "as a 
prot~ctive matter, with respect to ail documents in the categories identified on 
page 3 II of the letter," until such time as the President, after consultation 
With the A~torney General, makes a final decision as to which specific documents 
require a claim of executive privilege." On the afternoon of May 9 the Committee 
voted to cite Mr. Quinn in contempt. The Chairman, however, agreed to delay 
transmission of the contempt report to the floor to allow for receipt of a 
further communication from the President on the matter of the privilege claim. 

As of the date of the transmittal of this report, it has been several weeks 
since the invocation of the IIprotective" privilege claim, there still has been 
no compliance with the Committee's subpoena nor has there been an official 
presidential invocation of executive privilege pursuant to the procedures 
established by President Reagan on November 22, 1982, and adopted by President 
Clinton. Under those procedures, if designated officials', including the 
Attorney General, determine "that the circumstances justify invocation of 
executive privilege, the issue shall be presented to the President by the 
counsel to~the President, who will advise the Department Head and the Attorney 
General of the President's decision. II If the President decides to invoke the 
privilege, the decision is to be communicated to the congressional committee 
requesting the information that the claim is made with the specific approval of 
the President. In the past, Presidents in fact have executed and signed claims 
of privilege which have accompanied a detailed justification prepared by the 
subpoenaed official. 

Under these circumstances, it is the belief of "the Committee that it has 
waited a respectful period of time for receipt of the appropriate presidential 
claim. The self-imposed procedures for such claims are the Committee's only 
guide to the President's intention and are presumably binding on him in this 
situation. [are presumably binding on him in this situation. [23] A "protective" 
claim cannot endure indefinitely, stymieing this Committee's investigation still 
further. Mr. Quinn's and Attorney General Reno's letters acknowledge that 
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only the President himself can invoke the privilege. He has not done so. The 
Committee therefore determines that a reasonable period has elapsed for the 
President to make his claim and that the privilege has been waived. [[23] See. 
e.g., Service v. Dulles, 354 U.S. 363, 382-89 (1957); United States ex el 
Accardi v. Shaughnessy, 347 U.S. 260, 265-67- (1954); Vitarelli v. Seaton, 359 
U.S. 535, 539-40 (1959). 

3. Even If The Protective Claim Of Privilege Were Effective, It 

IS Insufficient to Overcome the Committee's Lawful Demand and 

Need. 

In United States v. Nixon, [In United States v. Nixon, [24] the Supreme Court 
for the first time recognized a constitutional basis for executive privilege 
holding that lithe protection of the confidentiality of Presidential 
communications has ... constitutional underpinnings. II [communications has ... 
constitutional underpinnings."[25] But the Court unequivocally rejected 
President Nixon's claim to an absolute privilege. Blanket claims, it held, are 
unacceptable without further, discrete justification, and then only the need to 
protect military, national security, or foreign affairs secrets are to receive 
deferential treatment in the face of a legitimate coordinate branch demand. 
"However, neither the doctrine of separation of powers, nor the need for 
confidentiality of high-level communications, without more, can sustain an 
absolute, unqualified Presidential privilege of immunity from judicial process 
under all circumstances. The President's need for complete candor and 
objectivity from advisers calls for great deference from the courts. However, 
when the privilege depends solely on the broad, undifferentiated claim of public 
interest in the confidentiality of such conversations, a confrontation with 
other values arises. Absent a claim of need to protect military, diplomatic, or 
sensitive national security. secrets, we find it difficult to accept the 
argument that even the very important interest in confidentiality of 
Presidential communications is significantly diminished by production of such 
material for in camera inspection with all the protection that a district court 
will be obliged to provide." "To read the Article II powers of the President as 
providing an absolute privilege as against a subpoena essential to enforcement 
of criminal statutes on no more than a generalized claim of the public interest 
in confidentiality of non-military and non-diplomatic discussions would upset 
the constitutional balance of 'a workable government' and gravely impair the 
role of the courts under Article III."[III."[26J [[24J 418 U.S. 683 (1973). 
[[25J 418 U.S. at 705-06. [[26J Id. at 706 .. 707. 

In the matter before this Committee, the President's blanket, 
undifferentiated assertion of so-called "protection" privilege is unacceptable. 
There is not involved here any matter involvi.ng the need to protect military, 
diplomatic, or national security secrets. Nor is there any claim that what is 
involved are confidential communications between the President and his closest 
advisors. What is involved in this instance is the legitimate exercise of this 
Committee's constitutional prerogative to engage in effective oversight of the 
Executive Branch, which the Supreme Court has acknowledged is at its peak when 
the subject of investigation is alleged waste, fraud, abuse, or 
maladministration within a government department or even the White House. The 
investigative power, it has stated, "comprehends probes into departments of the 
federal Government to expose corruption, inefficiency, or waste." (27 "[to expose 
corruption, inefficiency, or waste." [27] II {T]he first 
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Congresses, (Congresses, [28J it continued, held "inquiries dealing with suggested 
corruption or mismanagement of government officials", [corruption or 
mismanagement of government officials", [28] and Bubsequently, in a series of 
decisions," [subsequently, in a series of decisions," [t]he Court recognized the 
danger to effective and honest conduct of the Government if the legislative 
power to curb corruption in the Executive· Branch unduly were hampered. 11 [were 
hampered."[29] Accordingly, the court stated, it recognizes "the power of the 
Congress to inquire into and publicize corruption, maladministration, or 
inefficiencies in the agencies of Government." (Government. II [30] [[27) 354 U.S. 
at 187. [[28] Id. at 182. [[29] Id. at 194-95. [[30] Id at 200 n.33. See also, 
McGrain v. Daugherty, 272 U.S. 135, 151, 177(1927); Barenblatt v. United States, 
3 60 U.S. 109,111 (1960); Eastland v. United States Servicemen's Fund, 421 U.S. 
491, 504 n. 15 (1975). 

AS the Committee has gathered documents during the course of this 
investigation, a record has developed demonstrating that numerous previous 
Travel Office investigations were stymied by an unusual amount of resistance, 
delay, and denial in the production of necessary documents. Many congressional 
investigations, including this one, attempt to determine not only why certain 
activities occurred but why an administration has not acted or whey they have 
delayed certain actions. From the first days of the Travel Office debacle, the 
President committed to cooperate. However, as discussed supra, even Justice 
Department officials have indicated that they were met with any unusual lack of 
candor and cooperation from White House officials. The dilatory tactics engaged 
in by the White House in producing documents for various investigations into the 
Travel Office and related matters have wasted hundreds of hours in staff time of 
the GAO and various divisions of the Justice Department. The Committee now 
seeks documents to determine why the White House engaged in such conduct and why 
such maladministration occurred. Historically, such documents have been 
provided congressional committees, including such production by this 
Administration. (production by this Administration. [31] 

The Nixon case, of course, did not involve the assertion of executive 
privilege in response to a congressional demand for 
information, [information, [32] but under the circumstances of this situation the 
Committee is confident that a court will reject the President's blanket claim of 
privilege in the face of this Committee's proper exercise of its oversight 
authority, its patience in pursuing the subject documents, and its palpable need 
for the documents it has sought. The Executive's conduct in the course of this 
matter can be seen as an affront to the Committee and the congress. We reject 
the claim of privilege presented. 

B. Claims of Attorney-Client and Work Product Privilege 

1. Background 

On January 3, 1996, the White House produced an undated nine-page typewritten 
"draft" memorandum by David Watkins in which he detailed his version of the 
"surrounding circumstances and the pressures" that led to the firing of the 
seven Travel Office"employees in May 1993. Described as a "soul cleansing," it 
was intended to correct "inaccuracies or erroneous conclusions" contained in the 
internal White House Travel Office Management Review. The memo was found in 
late December 1995 amongst the files of Patsy Thomasson, then the Director of 
the Office of Administration at the White House, and was turned over to the 
Committee in belated response to previous document demands. No privilege was 
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claimed with respect to the self-styled "soul cleansing" memo. [[31] See 
Footnote 11. During a document dispute with the House Commerce Committee, then 
chaired by Rep. John D. Dingell, President Clinton's Justice Department turned 
over law enforcement sensitive documents to Congress after at first arguing that 
they were protected deliberative documents. [[32] 418 U.S. at 712 n, 19 ("We are 
not here concerned with the balance between the President's generalized interest 
in confidentiality in and congressional demands for information."). 

On January 5, 1996, the Committee issued a subpoena duces tecum to Mr. 
Watkins for documents and records regarding the White House Travel Office 
matter. On January 15, Watkins' attorney Robert Mathias provided a privilege 
log indicating that a November 15, 1993, memorandum from Watkins to his counsel, 
as well as drafts and notes regarding the White House management review of 
Travel Office firings, were being withheld on grounds of attorney-client and 
work product privilege. 

On February 7, the Committee issued a subpoena duces tecum, to Matthew Moore, 
a former attorney in the Office of Management and Administration for any records 
related to the White House Travel matter, including II [matter, including "[a] 11 
records relating to the 'Watkins memo I found in Patsy Thomasson's files on 
December 29, 1995, and produced to the Committee on January 3, 1996, and all 
records of any contacts, communications, or meetings related to the findings of 
this memo. II On February 26 Mr. Moore responded that he would not turn over 
covered documents in his possession for which Mr. Watkins had asserted claims of 
privilege. The documents were identified as "undated draft memorandum from 
David Watkins re: response to internal travel office review." 

On May 7, 1996, Mr. Watkins' attorney provided the Committee with a letter 
explaining the factual and legal basis for his claims of privilege. Briefly 
summarized, it states that in September 1993, Watkins began preparing a document 
responding to the various I conclusions of the internal White House Travel Office 
Management Review. The document went through many iterations at least five 
and perhaps as many as 10 according to Moore -- between early p 

September and November 15 when it was finalized as a I'Memorandum for 
CO':lnsel. II An unspecified number of the early drafts of the document were 
intended as a "potential I' memo to then-White House Chief of Staff McLarty. 
Watkins enlisted the assistance of Matthew Moore, an attorney in the Office of 
Management and Administration, which he headed. Moore had graduated law school 
and passed the bar in 1992 and began work for Watkins in February of 1991). 

Moore is claimed by Watkins said to have assisted Watkins in the preparation 
of the memo in two ways. First, he acted as a "scribe," typing many of the 
drafts, and performing an e~iting function. Second, he served to provide a 
potential privilege cloak for the documents: "Mr. Watkins discussed with Mr. 
Moore, a lawyer, how to prepare the Memorandum for Counsel so that it would 
appropriately be considered privileged and confidential." The memo, it is 
asserted, "was not prepared as part of the business of that office," and was 
written in Watkins' "good faith belief that the Memorandum for Counsel would be 
kept privileged and confidential and that Mr. Moore's assistance, and status as 
an attorney, would help preserve the privileged and confidential status of the 
document. II Copies of the draft memorandum were sent to Watkins' private 
attorney, at the time Ty Cobb, for his review and advice. Watkins kept drafts 
of the memos in his "Ty Cobb file." The "content" of the drafts being withheld 
by Moore is claimed to be "the same as one of the drafts included within Mr. 
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Watkins' January 15, 1996, privilege log." 

Mr. Moore was deposed before the Committee on March 26, 1996. He testified 
that "I do not personally believe I was ever in or -- ever formed a personal 
representation or ever served as his personal attorney. II He never was paid for 
any personal representation. In his official capacity in the Office of 
Management and Administration, he would be sought out by Watkins for legal 
advice which Moore would secure by "confer [secure by "confer [ring]) with the 
White House Counsel's Office" and then conveying answers to Watkins. Moore's 
principal function was to respond to congressional requests, such as requests 
for further information from Members made at congressional hearings. 

Mr. Moore further testified that Patsy Thomasson was provided a copy of the 
"soul cleansing ll memo and that he discussed the memo with Thomasson personally 
and that the memo was discussed at a meeting attended by Watkins, Moore and 
Thomasson. [attended by Watkins, Moore and Thomasson. [33J [[33J See deposition of 
Matthew Moore, pages 70-72. 

Question: Did you discuss either Deposition No.4, Watkins memo, or any 
drafts with any other person other than David Watkins? 

Answer: Yes. 

Question: Can you please tell us who and approximately when you would have 
had those discussions? 

Answer: Patsy Thomasson, and approximately between September and November; 
certainly in September, 1993. 

Question: Would that have been during the period where it was being drafted 
and revised? 

Answer: That's my recollection. 

Question: Can you please tell us what you discussed with Patsy? 

Question: Okay. First, I would ask you to discuss what you discussed with 
Patsy outside the presence of Mr. Watkins. 

Answer: I don't recall specific discussions with her about her edits or 
changes to the document. However, I do recall one very brief conversation in 
which we very briefly discussed the advisability of the preparation of this 
memo, Deposition Exhibit No.4, the Watkins memo. 

Question: Can you just tell us in a little bit more detail what best you 
remember was said to Ms. Thomasson or by Ms. Thomasson? 

Answer: Basically we communicated to each other our view that the preparation 
of the memo was inadvisable. 

Question: How were these discussions held? 

Answer: Can you --
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Question: Were they in person? 

Answer: Yes. 

Question: Did you ever give her a copy of the Watkins memo or any of the 
other versions.? 

Answer: Right. I don't really recall giving her a copy. I usually gave the 
copies straight to David. 

Question: Did you have any discussions about the Watkins memo --

Answer: Can I go back just to say I may have given her a copy. I just don't 
recall. 

Question: Did you ever have any discussions about the Watkins memo with Patsy 
Thomasson in the presence of David Watkins? And by "Watkins memo, I am going to 
be referring to meaning the memo as well as the drafts. 

Answer: I believe BO, yes. 

Patsy Thomasson, the Director of the White House Office of Administration 
during the period in which the Watkins memo was evolving, was deposed by the 
Committee on April 22, 1996. She reported to W~tkins and was not an attorney. 
She acknowledged that she was provided with a copy of the "soul cleansing II memo 
by Watkins at the time it was drafted and was asked to review it and provide 
edits and comments. She specifically advised Watkins that ·she "didn't think- it 
was a good idea for him to write a memorandum with regard to the Travel Office. II 

In testimony before the Committee on January 17, 1996, Mr. Watkins 
acknowledged that he initiated the preparation of the !lsoul cleansing" memo, 
that Moore acted as a "scribe", and that the memo contained truthful, accurate 
facts and observations. At no point in his testimony did he claim any intent to 
cloak that memo in privilege. The hearing record also reveals that after its 
discovery in Ms. Thomasson's files, the memo was· distributed throughout the 
White House before being transmitted to the Committee, and then was released to 
the press by the White House. [the press by the White House. [34J 

2. Assertions of Claims of Attorney-client and Work Product 

Before Congressional Committees 

It is well-established by congressional practice that acceptance of a claim 
of attorney-client or work product privilege before a committee rests in the 
sound discretion of that committee. Neither can be claimed as a matter of right 
by a witness, and a committee can deny them simply because it believes it needs 
the information sought to be protected to accomplish its legislative 
functions. [to be protected to accomplish its legislative functions. [35] 

In actual practice, all committees that have denied claims of privilege have 
engaged in a process of weighing considerations of legislative need, public 
policy, and the statutory duties of congressional committees to engage in 
continuous oversight of the application, administration and execution of the 
laws that fall within its jurisdiction, against any possible injury to the 
witness. [its jurisdiction, against any possible injury to the witness. {36] In 
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the particular circumstances of any situation, a committee may consider and 
evaluate the strength of a claimant's assertion in light of the pertinency of 
the documents or information sought to the subject of the investigation, the 
practical unavailability of the documents or information from any other source, 
the possible unavailability of the privilege to 'the claimant if it were to be 
raised in a judicial forum, and a committee's assessment of the cooperation of 
the witnesses in the matter, among other considerations. A valid claim of 
privilege, free of any taint of waiver, exception or other mitigating 
circumstance, would merit substantial weight. But any serious doubt as to the 
validity of the asserted claim would diminish its compelling character. [[34J 
Hearing, While House Travel Office - Day Two, before the House Committee on 
Government Reform and Oversight, 104th Cong., 2d Sess. 13-14, 17, 25-26 (1996) 
(Travel Office Hearing). [[35J See Morton Rosenberg, Investigative Oversight: An 
Introduction to the Law, Practice, and Procedure of Congressional Inquiry, CRS 
Report No. 95-464A, at 43 (April 7, 1995). [[36J See, e.g., "Refusal of William 
H. Kennedy, 111, To Produce Notes Subpoenaed By The Special Committee to 
Investigate Whitewater Development Corporation and Related Matters," Sen. Rept. 
No. 104-191, 104th Congo 1st Sess. 9-19 (1995); "Proceedings Against Ralph.' 
Bernstein and Joseph Bernstein, II H. Rept. No. 99-462, 99th Congo 2d Sess. 13, 14 
(1986); Hearings, "International Uranium Control, II Before the Subcommittee on 
Oversight and Investigations, House Committee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce, 95th Cong., 1st Sess. Vol. 1, 60, 123 (1977). 

Moreover, the conclusion that recognition of non-constitutionally based 
privileges is a matter of congressional discretion is consistent with both 
traditional British parliamentary and the Congress' historical 

·practice. [historical practice. {37] 

The legal basis for Congress' prerogative in this area is premised upon its 
inherent constitutional prerogative to investigate which has been long 
recognized by the Supreme Court as extremely broad and encompassing, and which 
is at its peak when the subject is fraud, abuse, or maladministration within a 
government department. [abuse, or maladministration within a government 
department. [38] It is also founded on the C?nstitution's affirmative grant to 
each House of the authority to establish its own rules of procedure. [the 
authority to establish its own rules of procedure. [39] The attorney-client 
privilege is, on the other hand, a judge-made exception to the normal principle 
of full disclosure in the adversary process which is to be narrowly construed 
and has been confined to the judicial forum. [judicial forum. [40] The privilege 
has been deemed subject to a variety of exceptions, including communications 
between a client and attorney for the purpose of committing a crime or 
perpetrating a fraud or other obstruction of law at some future time, and to a 
strict standard of waiver. [standard of waiver. [41] See generally, Paul R. Rice, 
Attorney-Client Privilege in the United States, chaps. 8:28:15 and 9 
(1993) (Rice) . 

FUrther, the work product privilege, [Further, the work product privilege, [42] 
another judge-made evidentiary exception has always been recognized as a 
qualified privilege which may be overcome by a sufficient showing of need. The 
Supreme Court indicated, in the very case in which it created the doctrine, that 
lI[we do not mean to say that all [doctrine, that II [w]e do not mean to say that 
all [ ] materials obtained or prepared with an eye toward litigation are 
necessarily free from discovery in all cases."[free from discovery in all 
cases. II (43] Thus the courts repeatedly have held that the work product privilege 
is not absolute, but rather is only a qualified protection against 
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disclosure, (is only a qualified protection against disclosure. [44] and that the 
burden is on the party asserting it to establish its 
applicability. [applicability. [45] [[37] See Rosenberg, supra, at 44-49. [[38] 
McGrain v. Daugherty, 272 U.S. 135, 177 (1926); Watkins v. United States, 354 
U.S. 178, 187 (1957); Eastland v. United States Servicemen's Fund, 421 U.S. 491, 
504 n. 15 (1975). [[39] See U.S. Constit., Art. 1, sec. 5, cl. 2. [[40] 
Westinghouse Electric Corporation i,. Republic of the Philippines, 951 F.2d 
1414, 1423 (3d Cir. 1991). [[41] However, at least two federal circuits have 
held that disclosures to congressional committees do not waive claims of 
privilege elsewhere. See, Florida House of representatives V. U. S. Dept: of 
Commerce, 961 F. 2 d 941, 946 (11th Cir. 1992); Murphy v. Department of the 
Army" 613 F.2d 1151, 1155 (D.C. Cir. 1979). Also see generally, Paul R. Rice, 
Attorney-Client Privilege in the United States, chaps. 8:2-8:15 and 9 
(1993) (Rice). [[42] Some courts refuse to call the doctrine a privilege at all. 
In City of Philadelphia v. Westinghouse Electric Corp., 210 F.Supp. 483, 485 
(E.D. Pa. 1962), mandamus and prohibition denied sub nom. In General Electric 
Corp. v. Kirpatrick 312 F.2d 742-(3d Cir. 1962), the court stated that the work 
product principle "is not a privilege at all; it is merely a requirement that 
very good cause be shown if the disclosure is made in the course of a lawyerls 
preparation of a case. II 

3. The Watkins Objections to the Subpoena 

Counsel for Watkins has interposed three objections to the Committee's 
subpoenas for the drafts of the Watkins' memo: (1) the attorney-client 
privilege; (2) the work product doctrine; (3) and the risk that production would 
be held to be a waiver of the foregoing claimed privileges. The waiver issue 
will be addressed first before turning the privilege claims. 

a. Compliance with a Congressional Subpoena Would Not Affect a General 
Waiver of the Attorney-Client or Work Product Privileges. 

Counsel's concern that production of the subpoenaed drafts would result in a 
broad waiver of his client's common law privileges is without substantial 
foundation. The courts have long recognized that disclosure of documents in 
response to a court order is compelled, not voluntary, and. therefore. such 
disclosure does not function as a waiver of privilege. [waiver of privilege. (46] 
[[43] Hickman i,. Taylor, 329 U.S. 495, 511 (1974). [[44] See, e.g., Central 
National Insurance Co. v. Medical Protective Co. of Forth Worth, 107 F.R.D. 393, 
395 (E.D. Mo. 1985); Chepanno v. Champion International Corp., 104 F.R.D. 395, 
396 (D. Ore. 1984). [[45] Barclay-American Corp. v. Kane, 746 F.2d 653, 656 
(lOth Cir. 1984); Nutmeg Insurance Co. v. Atwell Vogel & Sterling, 120 F.R.D. 
504, 510 (W.O. La 1988). [[46] See, e.g., Westinghouse Electric Corp. v. 
Republic of the Philippines, 951 F.2d- 1414, 1427 n. 14 (3d Cir. 1991) (Holding 
that if. the party that first invoked, but then withdrew its assertion of the 
privilege, and instead "continued to object to the subpoena and produced the 
documents only after being ordered to do so, we.would not consider its 
disclosure of those documents would be voluntary."). 

Disclosure to Congress pursuant to a subpoena issued in the course of a 
legitimate investigation of the Executive Branch would similarly not affect a 
waiver. Two circuits and two district courts expressly have recognized in the 
context of public requests for information under the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) that, in light of Congress' superior rights to information. disclosure to 
Congress of arguably privileged materials does not result in a waiver of any 
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privilege under FOrA I
• In Florida House-of-Representatives v. U.S. Department 

of Commerce, [Department of Commerce, [47) the appeals court held that because the 
FOrA exemption for "deliberative process" material may not be exercised against 
Congress, efforts to resist such a subpoena on grounds of privilege would be 
fruitless. Because the subpoena could not be resisted successfully, the court 
reasoned. providing the material to the Congress would not trigger a waiver of 
the privilege. 

The claim of waiver previously was considered and rejected by the D.C. 
Circuit Court of Appeals in Murphy v. Department of the Army. [D.C. Circuit Court 
of Appeals in Murphy v. Department of the. Army. [48J Murphy involved a request 
for a document under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) [Information Act 
(FOIA) [49J from the Department of the Army which had been disclosed to a 
congressman. The requester argued that even if the document fell within the 
deliberative process exemption of FOIA, [FOIA, [50] the disclosure constituted a 
waiver of the FOIA privilege. The appeals court rejected the argument, holding 
that with respect to the "doctrine of waiver," that "it is evident that the 
disclosure to the Congress could not have had that consequence." Congress, it 
stated, long has "carve [stated, long has "carve[d] out for itself a special 
right of access to privileged information not shared by others." [privileged 
information not shared by others." (51] If "every disclosure to Congress would be 
tantamount to a waiver of all privileges and exemptions, executive agencies 
inevitably would become more cautions in furnishing sensitive information to the 
legislative branch -- a development at odds with public policy which encourages 
broad congressional access to governmental information."[broad congressional 
access to governmental information." [52] The court concluded: "For these 
reasons, we conclude that, to the extent that Congress has reserved to itself in 
Section 552(c) [has reserved to itself in Section 552(c) [now, 552(d)J the right 
to receive information not available to the general public, and actually does 
receive such information pursuant to that section (whether in the form of 
documents or otherwise), no waiver occurs of the privileges and exemptions which 
are available to the executive branch under the FOIA with respect to the public 
at large. [FOIA with respect to the public at large. [53J 

The concern raised by counsel for Watkins that disclosure would result in a 
waiver of privilege in future litigation is, therefore, wholly unwarranted in 
light of the compulsory and irresistible nature of the Committee's demands. [of 
the Committee's demands. (54] We turn now to consideration of the privilege 
objections to the Committee's subpoenas. [[47J 961 F. 2d 941, 946 (11th Cir.). 
cert. dismissed. 1135 Ct. 446 (1992). [[48J 613 F.2d 1151, 1155 (D.C. Cir. 
1979). [[49J 5U.S.C. 552 (1994). [[50J 5U.S.C. 552 (b)(5). [[51J 617F.2dat 1 
155-56. [[52J Id., at II 56. [[53J Id. See also, In re Sunrise Securities 
Litigation, 109 Bankr. 658, 1990 U.S. Dist. Lexis 168, U.S.D.C. E.D.Pa., Jan. 
9, 1990 (same) j In re Consolidated Litigation Concerning International 
Harvester's Disposition of Wisconsin Steel, 9 E.B.C. 1929, 1987 U.S. Dist. 
Lexis 10912, U.S.D.C. N.D. Ill. (same). Compare FTC v. Owings- Corning 
Fiberglass Corp., 626 F.2d 966, 970 (D.C. Cir. 1980) (release to a congressional 
requester is not deemed disclosure to public generally) j Exxon Corp. v. FTC, 589 
F.2d 582, 589 (D.C. Cir. 1978), cert. denied, 441 U.S. 943 (1979) (same); 
Ashland Oil Co., Inc. v. FTC, 548 F.2d 977. 979 (D.C. Cir. 1979) (same). 

b. The attorney-client privilege does not shield the various 

versions of the Watkins memo from disclosure to this Committee. 
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AS has been indicated above. it is within the sound discretion of Congress to 
decide whether to accept a claim of common law testimonial privilege. Unlike 
some other testimonial, privileges such as the privilege against compulsory 
self-incrimination, neither the attorney- client privilege nor the work product 
doctrine is rooted in the Constitution. (Constitution. [55] Moreover, 
congressional committees need not recognize claims of privilege in the same 
manner as would a court of law. A congressional committee must make its own 
determination regarding the propriety of recognizing the privilege in the course 
of an investigation taking into account the House's constitutionally- based 
responsibility to oversee the activities of the Executive Branch. In the 
circumstances of the situation before us, it is the Committee's considered 
judgment that Mr. Watkins' claims of privilege are not well-founded. [[54] It is 
to be noted that the American Bar Association Model Code of Professional 
Responsibility provides that "A lawyer may reveal: ... [reveal: ... 
[c]onfidences or secrets when ... required by law or court order." DR 4-101 
(c) (2). See also, Meyerhoff v. Empire Fire & Marine Ins. Co., 497 F.2d 1190, 
1195 (2d Cir. 1974), Application of Solomon Friend, 411 F. Supp. 776, 777 note 
(SDNY 1985), cases holding that an attorney's obligation of confidentiality is 
waived if it is necessary to defend against accusations of wrongful conduct. 
[[55J See Mannes v. Meyers, 419 U.S. 449, 466 n. 15 (1975). 

b.1 Watkins has not established that he entered into an 

attorney-client relationship with Moore: 

The burden of establishing the existence of the attorney-client privilege 
rests with the party asserting the privilege. In re Grand Jury Investigation 
No. 83-2-35. [Jury Investigation No. 83-2-35. [56J Blanket assertions of the 
privilege have been deemed "unacceptable, 'I SEC v. Gulf & Western Industries, 
Inc., [57 and are disfavored strongly. [Industries, Inc., [57] and are disfavored 
strongly. [58] The proponent conclusively must prove each element of the 
privilege, to wit: (1) a communication, (2) made in confidence and preserved, 
(3) to an attorney acting in his professional capacity, (4) by a client, (5) for 
the purpose of seeking or obtaining legal advice. [the purpose of seeking or 
obtaining legal advice. [59] But the mere fact that an individual communicates 
with an attorney does not make his communication privileged. [his communication 
privileged. [60J [[56J 737 F.2d 447, 450-51 (6th Cir. 1983). [[57J 518 F. Supp. 
675, 682 (D.D.C. 1981). [[58J In re Grand Jury Investigation No. 83-2-35, supra, 
737 F.2d at 454. [[59J See, e.g., 8 Wigmore, Evidence, Sec. 2292, at 554 
(McNaughton rev. ed. 1964); United Slates i,. United Hoe Machinery Corp., 89 F. 
Supp. 357, 358-59 (D. Mass. 1950). [[60J See. e.g., United States v. Costanzo, 
625 F.2d 465, 468 (3d Cir. 1980) (" [I t is true that [Cir. 1980) (" [IJt is true 
that [a] communication is not privileged simply because it is made by or to a 
person who happens to be a lawyer."), cert. denied 472 U.S. 1017 (1985); 
Diversified Industries, Inc. v. Meredith, 572 F.2d 596, 602 (8th Cir. 1977) ("A 
communication is not privileged simply because it is made by or to a person who 
happens to be a lawyer"); United States v. Tedder, 801 F.2d 1437, 14.42-43 (4th 
Cir. 1986) (Friendls communications with attorney held not privileged despite 
fact that friend was both a lawyer and colleague in same firm when he spoke to 
her not as a professional legal advisor, did not seek legal advice from her, and 
did not expect the communications to remain confidential) . 

The case law consistently has emphasized that one of the essential elements 
of the attorney-client privilege is that the attorney be acting as an attorney 
and that the communication be made for the purpose of securing legal services. 
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The privilege therefore does not attach to incidental legal advice given by an 
attorney acting outside the scope of his role as attorney_ "Acting as a lawyer 
encompasses the whole orbit of legal functions. When he acts as an advisor, the 
attorney must give predominantly legal advice to retain his client's privilege 
of non-disclosure, not solely, or even largely, business advice."[business 
advice."[61] 

In order to ascertain whether an attorney is acting in a legal or business 
advisory capacity, the courts have held it proper to question either the client 
or the attorney regarding the general nature of the attorney's services to his 
client, the scope of his authority as agent and the substance of matters which 
the attorney, as agent, is authorized to pass along to third parties. [authorized 
to pass along to third parties. [62] Indeed, invocation of the privilege may be 
predicated on revealing facts tending to establish the existence of an 
attorney-client relation. 

Finally, the client must intend that his communications with his lawyer are 
confidential and the confidentiality must be maintained 
subsequently. [subsequently. [63] 

Because of the privilege's inhibitory effect on the truth-finding process and 
its impairmttnt of the public's "right to every man's evidence," [evidence," [641 
modern liberal discovery rules have taken a narrow view of the privilege. [of the 
privilege. [65] This tendency toward limiting the privilege is manifested most 
clearly in the strict standard of waiver. [manifested most clearly in the strict 
standard of waiver. {661 Thus the voluntary disclosure of privileged information, 
whether by the client or the attorney with the client's consent, waives the 
privilege [[67] because it destroys the confidentiality of a communication and 
thereby undermines the justification for preventing compelled disclosures. [68 
Waiver need not be express, [disclosures. (68] Waiver need not be express, [69] nor 
is it necessary that the client waive the privilege knowingly. [that the client 
waive the privilege knowingly. [701 Waiver may be evidenced by word or 
act, [evidenced by word or act, [711 but may be inferred from a failure to speak 
or act when words or action would be necessary to preserve 
confidentiality. [confidentiality. [72] Courts regularly hold that the privilege 
is waived as to the material disclosed when the client or his attorney 
deliberately discloses the contents of a privileged communication, such as when 
answering interrogatories, testifying in court or at examination before trial, 
submitting affidavits or pleadings to the Court, or in transacting business with 
a third party. [Court, or in transacting business with a third party. [73] 

Furthermore, the courts have held that less than full disclosure often will 
cause a waiver, not only as to disclosed communications,' but also as to 
communications relating to the same subject matter that were not disclos,ed 
themselves. [were not disclosed themselves. [74] By partial disclosure, the client 
may be waivi~g voluntarily the privilege as to that which he considers favorable 
to his position, but attempting to invoke the privilege as to the remaining 
material, which he considers unfavorable. [to the remaining material, which he 
considers unfavorable. [75] Selective assertion or disclosure usually involves a 
material issue in the proceeding, and there is a great likelihood that the 
information disclosed is false or intended to mislead the other party. [disclosed 
is false or intended to mislead the other party. [76] [[61] zenith Radio Corp. v. 
Radio Corp. of America, 121 F.Supp. 792, 794 (D. Del. 1954) (emphasis supplied). 
[[62] Colton v. US., 306 F.2d 633, 636, 638 (2d Cir. 1962); US. v. Tellier, 255 
F.2d 441 (2d Cir. 1958); JP. Foley & Co., Inc. i,. Vanderbilt, 65 FRD 523, 
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526-27 (S.D.N.Y. 1974). [[63] Rice, supra, at 6:1, 6:2, 6:30, 9: 1. [[64] 8 J. 
Wigmore 2192, at 70. ([65] Magida ex reI. Vilcon Detinning Co. i,. Continental 
Can Co., 12 F.R.D. 74, 77 (S.D.N.Y. 1951). [[66] See, e.g., Permian Corp. v. 
United States, 665 F.2d 1214, 1219 (D.C. Cir. 1981); United States v. AT&T Co., 
642 F.2d 1285, 1299 (D.C. Cir. 1980). [[67] 8 J. Wigmore, 2327, at 632-39. [[68] 
United States v. AT&T Co., 642 F.2d 1285, 1299 (D.C. Cir. 1980) 11[1980) "[t)he 

mere showing of voluntary disclosure will generally suffice to show waiver of 
the attorney-client privilege. II) ; In re Horowitz, 482 F.2d 72, 82 (2d Cir.) 
cert. denied, 414 U.S. 867 (1973). [[69] Blackburn v. Crawford, 70 U.S. (3 
Wall.) 175, 194 (1965). [[70] In re Grand Jury Investigation of Ocean Transp., 
604 F.2d 672 (D.C. Cir.), cert. denied, 444 U.S. 915 (1979). [[71] Magida ex 
reI. Vulcan Determining Co. v. Continental Can Co., 12 F.R.D. 74, 77 (S.D.N.Y. 
1951). [[72] Id. [[73] 8 J. Wigmore, 2327. [[74] Teachers Ins. & Annuity Assn. 
of America i,. Shamrock Broadcasting Co., 521 F.Supp. 638, 641 (S.D.N.Y. 1981); 
R.J Hereley & Sons Co. v. Stotler & Co., 87 F.R.D. 358, 359 (N.D. Ill. 1980); 
Hercules, Inc. v. Exxon Corp., 434 F.Supp. 136, 156 (D. Del. 1977); Duplan Corp. 
v. Deering Milliken, Inc., 397 F.Supp, II 46, 1161-62 (D.S.C. 1974). [[75] 
Perrigrion v. Bergen Brunswig Corp., 77 F.R.D. 455, 461 (N.D. Calif 1978); 
Hercules, Inc. v. Exxon Corp., 434 F. Supp. 136, 156 (D. Eel. 1977); Duplan v. 
Deering Milliken, 397 F.Supp. 1146, 1161-62 (D.S.C. 1974); AT&T v. United Tel. 
Co., 60 F.R.D. 177, 188-86 (M.D. Gla. 1973). [[76] United States v. Aronoff, 
46,6 F.Supp, 855, 862 (S.D.N.Y. 1979.). 

Thus, pleading an "advice of counsel" defense, which puts the attorney's 
advice in issue, [attorney's advice in issue, [77] has been held to waive the 
privilege as to all communications relating to that advice. The rationale for 
the subject matter waiver rule is one of fairness. Professor Wigmore has st~ted 
the principle as follows: "[W hen [has stated the principle as follows: "[Wj hen 
[the client's] conduct touches a certain point of disclosure, fairness requires 
that his privilege shall cease whether he intended that result or not. He 
cannot be allowed, after disclosing as much as he pleases, to withhold the 
remainder. It therefore is designed to prevent the client from using the 
attorney-client privilege offensively, as an additional weapon." 

The courts also have limited severely the attorney-client privilege through 
the development of an implied waiver doctrine. Thus, where a client shares his 
attorney-client communications with a third p~rty, the communications between 
attorney and client are no longer strictly "confidential," and the client has 
waived his privilege over them. [privilege over them. [78] Even if the client 
attempts to keep communications confidential by having the third party agree not 
to disclose the communications to anyone else, the courts will still consider 
"confidentiality" between attorney and client breached and the communication no 
longer privileged. [the communication no longer privileged. [79] Courts have 
applied this concept of confidentiality narrowly to prevent corporations from 
sharing an attorney-client communication with an ally and then shielding the 
communication from a grand jury or adversary. {shielding the communication from a 
grand jury or adversary. [80] As a general rule, courts also apply the waiver 
rule to disclosures made to government agencies. {government agencies. [81] Thus a 
person or corporation who voluntarily discloses confidential attorney-client 
communications to a government agency loses the right to later assert privilege 
for those communications. [[77] Eg., United States v. Woodall, 438 F.2d 1317, 
1323-24 (5th Cir. 1970), cert. denied, 403 U.S. 933 (1971); Transworld Airlines 
v. Hughes, 332 F.2d 602, 615 (2d Cir. 1964), cert. dismissed, 380 U.S. 248 
(1965); Barr Marine Prods. v. Borg-Warner Corp., 84 F.R.D. 631, 635 (E.D. Pa. 
1979); Hangards, Inc. v. Johnson & Johnson, 41 F.Supp. 926, 929 (N.D. Calif 



PAGE 390 
Congressional Press Releases, May 29, 1996 

1976). ((78) See, e.g., United States v. El Paso Co., 682 F.2d 530, 539, 540 
(5th Cir. 1982) (Creating documents with knowledge that independent accountants 
may need access to them to complete an audit waives privilege.); Permian Corp. 
v. United States, 665 F.2d 1214, 1219 (D.C. Cir. 1981) (Disclosure of documents 
to SEC waives privilege); United States v. Miller, 660 F.2d 563, 567-68 (5th 
Cir. 198 1) (Previous delivery of accounting books to IRS vitiates privilege.); 
United States v. Kelsey-Hayes Wheel Co., 15 F.R.D. 461, 464 (E.D. Mich. 1954) 
(Privilege waived on disclosure to Justice Department). [[79] 8 J. Wigmore, 
Evidence, 2367 at 636 (McNaughton rev. ed. 1961). ((80) Permian Corp. v. U.S., 
665 F.2d 1214, 1221-22 (D.C. Cir. 1981). ((81) See, e.g., United States v. 
Miller, 660 F.2d 563, 567-68 (5th Cir. 1981) (disclosure to IRS); In re Grand 
Jury Investigation of Ocean Transp., 604 F.2d 672 (D.C. Cir. 1979), cert. 
denied, 444 U.S. 915 (1979) (to Antitrust Div. of Dept. of Justice); Donovan v. 
Fitzsimmons, 90 F.R.D. 583. 585 (N.D. Ill. 1981) (to Dept. of Labor); Litton 
Systems, Inc. v. American Tel. & Tel. Co., 27 Fed. R. Servo 2d (Callaghan) 819 
{S.D.N.Y. 1979} (to district attorney) j In re Penn. Cent. Commercial Paper 
Litig., 61 F.R.D. 453, 462-64 (S.D.N.Y. 1973) (to SEC); D'Ippolito v. Cities 
Sen,. Co., 39 F.R.D. 610 (S.D.N.Y. 1965) (to Antitrust Div. of Dept. of 
Justice) . 

While some lower courts have adopted a "limited waiver" rule, which allows 
corporations to share their confidential attorney-client communications with 
agencies such as the SEC without having to waive the privileged status of these 
documents against other parties, [the privileged status of these documents 
against other parties, [82] it is a distinctly: minority view. The prevailing 
view, enunciated in the most recent decisions of the Second, {83 Fourth, [the most 
recent decisions of the Second, (83) Fourth, (84) and District of Columbia 
Circuits, [of Columbia Circuits, [85] holds that "if a client communicates 
information to his attorney with the understanding that the information will be 
revealed to others, that information, as well as 'the details underlying the 
data which was to be published, I will not enjoy the privilege." [enjoy the 
privilege." (86) 

The appeals court in re Sealed Case explained the rationale and scope of the 
implied waiver rule as follows: liThe implied waiver doctrine has been more fully 
developed, however, in the context of the attorney-client privilege. Any 
disclosure inconsistent with maintaining the confidential nature of the attorney 
client relationship waives the privileges when a party reveals a part of a 
privileged communication in order to gain an advantage in litigation, it waives 
the privilege as to all other communications relating to the same subject matter 
because lithe privilege of secret consultation is intended only an incidental 
means of defense and not as an independent means of attack, and to use it in the 
latter character is to abandon it in the former. 11 itA simple principle unites the 
various applications of the implied waiver doctrine. Courts need not allow a 
claim of privilege when the party claiming the privilege seeks to use it in a 
way that is not consistent with the purpose of the privilege. Thus, since the 
purpose of the attorney-client privilege is to protect the confidentiality of 
attorney-client communications in order to foster candor within the 
attorney-client relationship, voluntary breach of confidence for tactical 
purposes waives the privilege. Disclosure is inconsistent with confidentiality, 
and courts need not permit hide- and-seek manipulation of confidence in order to 
foster candor. II [and-seek manipulation of confidence in order to foster 
candor. II [87] [[82] See, e.g., Diversified Industries v. Meredith, 572 F.2d 596, 
611 (8th Cir. 1977); Byrnes v. IDS Realty Trust Co., 85 F.R.D. 679. 687-89 
(S.D.N.Y. 1980); In re Grand Jury Subpoena, 478 F.Supp. 368, 372-73 (E.D. 
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Wisc. 1979). [[83] In re John Doe Corporation, 675 F.2d 482 (2d Cir. 1982). 
[[84] In re Martin Marietta Corp., 856 F.2d 619 (4th Cir. 1988); United States 
v. (Under Seal), 748 F.2d 871, 875 (4th Cir. 1984); In re Grand Jury 
Proceedings, 727 F.2d 1352, 1356 (4th Cir. 1984). [[85] In re Subpoena Duces 
Tecum, 738 F.2d 1367 (D.C. Cir. 1984); In re Sealed Case, 676 F.2d 793 (D.C. 
Cir. 1982); Permian Corp. v. United States, 665 F.2d 1214 (D.C. Cir. 1981). 
[[86] In re Martin Marietta Corp., 856 F.2d 619, 623 (4th Cir. 1988). 

The testimony before this Committee of Mr. Watkins, Mr. Moore and Ms. 
Thomasson, their conduct during the evolution of the memo, as well as the 
conduct of the White House in handling the disputed documents, belie the 
existence of a valid claim of attorney-client privilege. There is substantial 
doubt whether there was in fact an attorney- client relation between Moore and 
Watkins and whether Moore was actually performing legal services for Watkins. 
There is no doubt that even if such a relation arose at some early time, the 
necessary maintenance of confidentiality was not maintained and the privilege, 
if it existed at all, was waived. 

Mr. Watkins' testimony before this Committee on January 16, 1996, prior to 
the revelation that numerous drafts pre-and post-dating the soul cleansing memo 
were discovered in Thomasson's files, described Moore's role in the creation of 
that document as solely that of a scribe: II "I dictated this memorandum ... I had 
a scribe to actually write it."[write it."[88] It is only when the existence of 
the numerous drafts of the document became known that a legal relationship was 
concocted. Watkins' legal memo concedes Moore was a scribe, but also claims he 
was advising Watkins "how to prepare the Memorandum to Counsel so that it would 
be considered privileged and confidential." More to the point, Mr. Watkins is 
said to have believed that "Moore's assistance, and status as an attorney. would 
help preserve the privileged and confidential status of the document." To prove 
Mr. Moore's value, Watkins' counsels' memo points to the fact that each and 
every version was stamped "PRIVILEGED AND CONFIDENTIAL." But it is hardly 
necessary to have an attorney to wield such a stamp. What is necessary is that 
one's attorney perform legal services. [[87] 676 F.2d 793, 818 (D.C. Cir. 1982). 
[[88] Travel Office Hearing, supro, at 14. 

Mr. Moore testified that he certainly did not believe he was acting as 
Watkins' private attorney in this matter. [acting as Watkins' private attorney in 
this matter. [89] Rather, only allows that Watkins could have "a colorable claim 
[allows that Watkins could have "a colorable claim [of privilege] to 
assert."[assert."[90] Nor does Moore directly claim he was Watkins' attorney in 
this matter in his official capacity as "special counsel" to that Office. In 
describing how he "gave" legal advice, he stated that Watkins would come to him 
about a legal issue and he would go to the White House Counsel's Office for the 
answer and then convey it to Watkins. [Watkins. (91] 

In fact, Moore was fresh out of law school and a legal tyro, while Watkins 
throughout this entire period had a major Washington law firm, Hogan & Hartson, 
on retainer. Indeed, Watkins' present counsel asserts that many, if not all, of" 
the drafts in question were sent to Mr. Cobb of that firm "for his review and 
advice." Yet the privileged relationship that is asserted is between Moore and 
Watkins and not Cobb and Watkins. 

Close scrutiny of the "soul cleansing" memo, which is asserted to contain the 
same content as some of the drafts now in co~test, does not indicate that it is 
a legal document or one that required the application of legal skills. It is 
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essentially a factual recitation, from Watkins' point of reference, of what 
happened during the period that led to the May 1993 firings of the Travel Office 
staff, why it happened, and why the internal review was inaccurate. The Travel 
Office was squarely within Mr. Watkins' official jurisdiction. This document, 
then, readily can be seen as predominantly relating to the business of the 
Office of Management and Administration rather than as a document that dealt 
with legal issues or even needed more than minimal legal expertise. 

In sum, this aspect of the claim of attorney-client privilege appears to be 
nothing more than a transparent afterthought. There was no intent to create the 
requisite relation; and the documents created related to the business of the 
Office of Management and Administration. [[89] Dep. Tr. at 64-65. [[90] Id. at 
65. [[91] Id. at 66, 

Finally, even if an attorney-client relationship could be established, it 
certainly was waived by the early sharing of the ultimately revealed draft with 
Patsy Thomasson, by the discussions of that draft by Watkins and Moore with 
Thomasson, and by its wide distribution after its discovery by the White House 
to other White House personnel and the media. It would be specious to contend 
that the waiver is limited only to Thomasson's draft. Watkins' counsel has 
asserted that the content of the withheld drafts is similar. That alone 
suffices to vitiate the privilege for all other extant drafts. Selective 
assertion and disclosure is not tolerated by the courts. It is equally 
unacceptable to this Committee. 

h.2 The Claim of Protection under the Work Product Doctrine is 

Not Sustainable. 

Watkins claims that the work product doctrine protects the withheld documents 
because they were the "work of an attorney is preparation for litigation" and 
contain "subjective beliefs, impressions, and strategies" which are protected as 
"opinion" work product. In fact, the work product doctrine is not applicable in 
the congressional forum; but even if applicable, it cannot be sustained under 
the circumstances of this situation. It is problematic that the documents in 
question actually were prepared for litigation. In any event, the Committee's 
need for the documents would demonstrate the heightened need necessary when 
opinion work product is involved if this matter were before a court. It is 
plain that the qualified privilege afforded has been waived by Watkins' conduct. 

The qualified immunity from discovery of an attorney'.s work product is 
recognized by the Supreme Court[product is recognized by the Supreme Court(92) 
and codified in Rule 23(b) (3) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. [23(b) (3) 
of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. [93) The Rule provides that in a civil 
action there is qualified immunity from discovery when materials are: 

1. "documents and tangible things [" 

2. "prepared in anticipation of litigation or for trial;" and 

3. "by or for another party or for that other party's representative." [[92] 
Hickman v. Taylor, 329 U.S. 495 (1947). [[93] Rule 26(b) (3) provides in 
pertinent part: "Trial Preparation: Materials ... [Preparation: Materials ... [AJ 
party may obtain discovery of documents and tangible things ... prepared in 
anticipation of litigation or for trial by or for another party or by or for 



PAGE 393 
Congressional Press Releases, May 29, 1996 

that other party's representative (including the other party's attorney, 
consultant, surety, indemnitor, insurer, or agent) only upon a showing that the 
party seeking discovery has substantial need of the materials in the preparation 
of the party's case and that the party is unable without undue hardship to 
obtain the substantial equivalent Of the materials by other means. In ordering 
discovery of such materials when the required showing has been made, the Court 
shall protect against disclosure of the mental impressions, conclusions, 
opinions, or legal theories of an attorney or other representative of a party 
concerning the litigation. n . 

To overcome the qualified immunity, the party seeking discovery must make a 
showing of. (1) substantial need for the mate'rials; and (2) inability to obtain 
the substantial equivalent of the information without undue hardship. Upon such 
a showing. the qualified immunity from discovery is overcome and the court will 
order the materials produced. [produced. [94] 

The federal rules do not define what is meant by the termrl'litigation" or "in 
anticipation of." However, the Special Masters I Guidelines for the Resolution 
Privilege Claims, approved and adopted by the court in United States v. American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., [Telegraph Co., (95) contain a detailed discussion of 
both phrases that reflects precedent to that time and has been influential since 
then. The Special Masters defined "litigation" as including ria proceeding in a 
court or administrative tribunal in which the parties have the right to 
cross-examine witnesses or to subject an opposing party's presentation of proof 
to equivalent disputation. " 86 F.R.D. at 627. On its face, the definition would 
not apply to Congress, which of course is not a court or administrative 
tribunal, or to a congressional investigative hearing which, while often 
confrontational, does not afford an opportunity for witnesses to cross-ex,amine 
other witness' or present rebuttal testimony as would be the case in the 
adversarial adjudicative forum. We are aware of no court that'has held the work 
product doctrine applicable to a legislative proceeding. The definition is also 
consonant with the language of Rule 26(b) (3) which exclusively uses terms such 
as "party", "litigation", "trial" and "discovery" which are alien to the 
legislative hearing process. [legislative hearing process. (96) 

The "in anticipation" element was defined by the Special Masters to mean: 
"any time after initiation of the proceeding or such earlier time as the party 
who normally would initiate the proceeding had tentatively formulated a claim, 
demand, or charge. When the material was prepared by a party who normally would 
initiate such a proceeding. that person must establish the date when the claim, 
demand, or charge was tentatively formulated. When the material was prepared by 
a potential defendant or respondent, that person must establish the date when he 
received a demand or warning of charges or information from an outside source 
that a claim, demand, or charge was in prospect."[outside source that a claim, 
demand, or charge was in prospect." [97] [(94] See, generally 8 Wright, Miller 
and Marcus, Federal Practice and Procedure, Sections 2021-2028 (1994). [[95] 86 
F.R.D. 603 (D.D.C. 1980). [[96] Wright, Miller and Marcus, supra, Section 2024 
at 338-357; 86 F.R.D. at 627-30. 

The courts have made it clear that while there is no requirement that 
litigation have already commenced in order for the work product doctrine to be 
operative, there must be ria more immediate showing than the remote possibility 
of litigation. II (98 "[the remote possibility of litigation. II (ge] "(F]or documents 
to qualify as attorney work product, there must be an identifiable prospect of 
litigation (ie., specific claims that already have arisen) it the time the 
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documents were prepared. II [the documents were prepared. II [99] One appellate court 
recently recognized that "because litigation is an ever-present possibility in 
American life, it is more often the case than not that new events are documented 
with the general possibility of litigation in mind. Yet I [I [t]he mere fact that 
litigation does ensue does not, by itself, cloak materials' with work product 
immunity. The document must be prepared because of the prospect of litigation 
when the preparer faces an actual claim or potential claim following an actual 
event or series of events that reasonably could result in litigation. II [events 
that reasonably could result in litigation." (100) Materials prepared in the 
ordinary course of business will not be protected from production, even if the 
party is aware that the document may also be useful in the event of 
litigation."[101 Similarly, "[useful in the event of litigation."[101) 
Similarly, "[t)he acts performed by a public employee in the performance of his 
official duties are not prepared in-anticipation of litigation or for trial' 
merely by virtue of the fact that they are likely to be the subject of later 
litigation. "[later litigation."[112) [[97) 86 F.R.D. at 627. [[98) Garfinkle i,. 
Arcada National Corp., 64 F.R.D. 688, 690 (SONY 1974). [[99) Fox ii. California 
Sierra Financial Services, 120 F.R.D. 520, 525 (N.D. Calif 1988). [[100) 
National Union Fire Ins. Co. i. Murray Sheet Metal Co., 967 F.2d 980, 984 (4th 
Cir. 1992). [[101) Smith v. Conway Organization, 154 F.R.D. 73, 78 (SONY 1994). 
See also Litto'n Industries i,. Lehman Bros. Kuhn Loeb, Inc., 125 F.R.D. 51, 
54-55 (SONY 1989). 112 Grossman v. Schwartz, 125 F.R.D. 376, 388 (SONY 1989); 
Department of economic Development v. Arthur Anderson Co., 139 F.R.D. 295, 700 
(SDNY 1991) . 

Rule 26(b) (3) provides heightened protection for "mental impressions, 
conclusions, opinions or legal theories of an attorney or other representative 
of a party concerning the litigation. II This protection against disclosure, 
however, is not absolute and has been held to yield inappropriate 
circumstances. [held to yield inappropriate circumstances. (103] Thus, when mental 
impressions are at issue in the case and the need for the material is 
compelling, they have been held discoverable." Courts consistently have denied 
the protection in such "at issue" cases where complete or partial lack of 
recollection of critical meetings or events has been claimed." [claimed." [106] 
The protection has been denied where what was at issue was the reason a 
government prosecutor instituted an action. 

Assuming the subject documents are not covered by attorney-client privilege, 
it would appear that a court would have difficulty in finding that the documents· 
were prepared "in anticipation of litigation." We are not aware of case 
precedent holding that a congressional investigative hearing is a proceeding 
meant to covered by Rule 26(b) (3). The qualified privilege recognized by the 
rule was designed for the adversary process and, like the attorney-client 
privilege, is likely to be held limited to the needs of that forum. It is also 
problematic whether a successful argument could be made that any of the 
documents were produced in the reasonably foreseeable likelihood that Watkins 
would be a party in any civil or criminal action. 

Further, even if the documents fall within the scope of the rule, the 
Committee would likely be able to demonstrate the heightened level of need 
required when opinion work product is involved. The Committee's inquiry has 
been concerned in large part with the motivations of the participants in the 
Travel Office matter. Indeed, claims of lack of complete or only partial 
recollections of meetings or events have consistently impeded the progress of 
the Committee's investigation. The case law alluded to above indicates that 
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in such circumstances the courts would deny work product protection. 

Additionally, the actions of Watkins and the White House in dealing with the 
soul cleansing memo, recounted above in the discussion of the issue of waiver of 
the attorney-client privilege, are equally applicable and compelling here. 

Finally, it is to be recalled that the burden is on the claimant to 
demonstrate the applicability of the privilege claimed, and in the end the 
determination' whether to accept it rests in the sound discretion of the 
Chairman and the Committee. [[103] In re John Doe Corporation. 675 F.2d 482, 492 
(2d Cir. 1982). [[104] Holmgren v. State Farm Mutual Ins. Co., 976 F.2d 573, 
577 (9th Cir. 1992) (claim of bad faith in the settlement process); Handguards 
Inc. v. Johnson & Johnson, 413 F.Supp 926, 931-31 (N.D. Calif. 1976) (bad faith 
in instituting litigation). [[105] Erlich v. Howe, 848 F.Supp 842, 492-93 (SONY 
1994); Redvanly v. NYNEX Corp., 152 F.R.D. 460,468-69 (SDNY 1993); Doubleday, v. 
Ruh, 149 F.R.D. 601, 608 (E.D. Cal. 1993); In re Worlds of Bonder Securities 
Litigation. 147 F.R.D. 208, 212 (N.D. Cal. 1992). [[106] Doubleday v. Ruh, 
supra, 149 F.R.D. at 608 ("Here, plaintiff asserts that the main issue of her 
case is the affect [plaintiff asserts that the main issue of her case is the 
affect [sic] defendants had on the district attorney's decision to prosecute".) i 

EEOC v. Anchor Continental, Inc., 74 F.R.D. 523, 526-28 (D.S.C. 1977) ("However, 
there must be an exception to· this [( "However, there must be an exception to 
this [work product] rule when the Court's in camera inspection reveals that the 
plaintiff, a branch of the United States government, has little faith in its 
case, has little evidence to go on and hopes to be able to prove the case 
through discovery or force a settlement upon a defendant who might not be able 
to stand the financial burden of defending itself) . 

AUTHORITY 

The Committee on Government Reform and Oversight is' a duly established 
Committee of the House of Representatives, pursuant to the Rules of the House of 
Representatives, 104th Congress, Second Session. 

Rule 10 grants the Committee on Government Reform and Oversight jurisdiction 
over, inter alia, "The overall economy, efficiency and management of government 
operations and activities ... II Rule 10 further states that the Committee "may at 
any time conduct investigations of any matter ... " 

The Rules of the Committee on Government Reform and Oversight, approved on 
January 10, 1995, provide that the Chairman "shall: (d) Authorize and issue 
subpoenas as provided in House Rule XI, clause 2(m), in the conduct of any 
investigation or activity or series of investigations or activities within the 
jurisdiction of the committee." 

Pursuant, therefore, to its responsibilities and authority as mandated by the 
House of Representatives, the Committee "has issued subpoenas for documents and 
information which, as prescribed by Committee rules, were deemed essential to 
its inquiry. The subpoenas which form the basis of the recommended resolution 
were issued in full conformance with this authority. 

AS indicated above, White House Counsel John M. Quinn, David Watkins, and 
Matthew Moore were summoned to furnish materials in their custody and control 
pursuant to valid, duly executed subpoenas of the Committee, but they 
deliberately failed to comply with the terms of said subpoena. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF CORRESPONDENCE 107 

DATE TO 
June I, 1993 Hon. John Conyers, Jr. 

SUBJECT: 

FROM 
Hon. William F. Clinger 
Request Investigation 

June 16, 1993 Thomas F. McLarty Hon. William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: Ask Questions 

Hon. Robert Michel 111 
Hon. Newt Gingrich 112 
Hon. Richard Armey 113 
Hon. Henry Hyde 114 

June 18, 1993 William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: 

Thomas F. McLarty 
Announce Mgmt. Review 

July 2, 1993 Robert Michel Thomas F. McLarty 
SUBJECT: Release Mgmt Review 

July 13, 1993 Hon. Jack Brooks'" President Bill Clinton 
SUBJECT: Promise Cooperation 

July 15, 1993 William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: 

John Conyers, Jr. 
Refer to GAO 

August 6, 1993 President Bill Clinton Robert Michel 
SUBJECT: Asks Questions 

Dick Armey 
Newt Gingrich 
Henry Hyde 
William F. Clinger, Jr. 

Aug. 24, 1993 William F. Clinger, Jr. Thomas F. McLarty 
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107 This correspondence has been made public in Correspondence 
between the While House and Congress in the Proceedings Against John 
M. Quinn, David Waiktns, and Matthew Moore, Committee Investigation on 
the White House Travel Office Matter, House Committee on Government 
Reform and Oversight, 104th Congress, 2d Session. ·May 1996. 

108 John Converso at the time of this letter was the Chairman 
of the House Committee on Government Operations. He is currently the 
Ranking Minority Member of the House Committee on the Judiciary 

109 William F Clinger. at the time of this letter, was the 
Ranking Minority Member of the House Committee on Government 
Operations. He is currently Chairman of the House Committee on 
Government Reform and Oversight 

110 Thomas F McLarty at the time of this letter. was the White 
House Chief of Staff. 

111 Robert Michel. at this of this letter, was the Minority, 
Leader in the u.S House of Representatives. He currently is retired 
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from the U.S. House 

112 Newt Gingrich. at the time of this letter, was the Minority 
Whip in the U.S House of Representatives. He currently is the Speaker 
of the U.S. House 

113 Richard Armey, at the time of this letter, was the Chairman 
ot'the Republican Conference in the U.S. House of Representatives. He 
currently is the Majority Leader of the U.S. House. 

114 Henry Hyde, at the time of this letter, was a member of the 
House Committee on the JUdiciary. He currently is the Chairman of 
that Committee. 

115 Jack Brooks, at the time of this letter, was Chairman of 
the House Committee on the Judiciary. He currently is retired from 
the U.S. House. 

DATE 
October 11, 1993 

October 15, 1993 

October 26, 1993 

February 24, 1994 

February 24, 1994 

TO 
William F. Clinger, Jr. 

SUBJECT, 

Bernard W. Nussbaum 
SUBJECT, 

William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT, 

President Bill Clinton 
SUBJECT, 

Janet Reno 118 

FROM 
Bernard W. Nussbaum 116 
Refer to Justice Dept. 

William F. Clinger 
Asks Questions 

Bernard W. Nussbaum 
Refer to Justice Dept. 

William F. Clinger, Jr. 
Asks Questions 

William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT, Asks Questions 

September 13, 1994 Joel 1. Klein 119 Kevin Saba 120 
SUBJECT: Request for Documents 

September 20, 1994 Philip Lader 121 William F. Clinger, Jr. 

April 24, 1995 

May 4, 1995 

May 11, 1995 

May 31, 1995 

June 1, 1995 

SUBJECT: Request for Documents 

Steven Riewerts 122 Tiechenor & Associates 
SUBJECT: Accounting Recommendation 

William F. Clinger, Jr. Ahner J. Mikva 124 
SUBJECT: Limited Document Access 

Phil Larsen 125 
SUBJECT, 

Abner Mikva 

Jonathan R. Yarowsky 
Document Review Procedure 

William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Request for Documents 

William F. Clinger, Jr. Abner J. Mikva 
SUBJECT, Requests a Meeting 
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June 14, 1995 Abner Mikva William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Requests for Interviews 

116 Bernard W. Nussbaum. at the time of this letter. was the 
White House Counsel. 

117 Frank Wolf, at the time of this letter, was the Ranking 
Minority Member. of the House Appropriation's Subcommittee on Treasury, 
Postal Service. and General Government. 

118 Janet Reno is the Attorney General of the United States 

119 Joel Kline is the Deputy Counsel to the President 

120 Kevin Saba is the General Counsel of the House Committee on 
Government Reform and Oversight. 

121 Philip Lader, at the time. of this letter, was the White 
House Deputy Chief 0 fStaff 
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122 Steven Riewerts was the interim director of the White House 
Travel Office after the May 1993 firings. 

123 Tichenor and Associates is a management accounting firm 
which was hired to audit the White House Travel office for calendar 
year 1994. 

124 Abner J. Mikva, at the time of the letter, was the White 
House Counsel. He currently is retired from the U.S. GovernmenL 

125 Phi I Larsen, at the time of the letter, was the Chief I 
nvcstigator of the House Committee on Government Reform and Oversight. 
He currently is retired from the U.S. Government. 

126 Jonathan R. Yarowslcy is an Associate Counsel at the White 
House. 

DATE 

June 16, 1995 

June 26, 1995 

June 29, 1995 

July 7, 1995 

TO FROM 

Barbara Comstock 127 Jonathan R. Yarowsky 
SUBJECT: Promise of Documents 

Abner Mikva Kevin Sabo 
SUBJECT: Procedures for Documents 

William F. Clinger, Jr. Abner J. Mikva 
SUBJECT: Promise of Documents 

Kevin Sabo Jonathan R. Yarowsky 
SUBJECT: Limited access to 

documents 



July 13, 1995 

July 15, 1995 

July 17, 1995 

July 19, 1995 

July 20, 1995 

July 25, 1995 

July 26, 1995 

August 1, 1995 

August 2, 1995 

August 9, 1995 

August 17, 1995 

August 23, 1995 

August 24, 1995 

August 25, 1995 

August 25, 1995 

August 25, 1995 

August 28, 1995 
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Abner Mikva William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Requests for Documents 

William F. Clinger, Jr. Abner J. Mikva 

Abner Mikva 

Phil Larsen 

Abner Mikva 

SUBJECT: Procedures for Documents 

William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Requests for Documents 

Natalie R. Williams 128 
SUBJECT: Limited access to 

documents 

William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Requests for Information 

William F. Clinger, Jr. Abner J. Mikva 
SUBJECT: Provides Limited Info. 

Abner Mikva William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Requests for Information 

Natalie Williams Phil Larsen 
SUBJECT: Procedures for Documents 

Phil Larsen Natalie Williams 

Phil Larsen 

Abner Mikva 

Kevin Sabo 

Abner Mikva 

Phil Larsen 

SUBJECT: Limited access to 
documents 

Natalie Williams 
SUBJECT: Limited access to 

documents 

Kevin Sabo 
SUBJECT: Procedures for Documents 

Jane C. Sherburne 129 
SUBJECT: Procedures for Documents 

Kevin Sabo 
SUBJECT: Procedures for Documents 

Natalie Williams 
SUBJECT: Promise of Documents 

Barbara Comstock 
SUBJECT: 

Natalie Williams 
Limited access to 
documents 

Natalie Williams Phil Larsen 
SUBJECT: Requests for Documents 

Barbara Comstock Natalie Williams 
SUBJECT: Limited access to 
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August 30, 1995 

September 1, 1995 

September 1, 1995 

September 5, 1995 
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documents 

William F. Clinger, Jr. Abner J. Mikva 
SUBJECT: Answers Questions 

Barbara Comstock Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Answers Questions 

Kevin Saba Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Procedures for Interview 

Barbara Comstock Natalie Williams 
SUBJECT: Limited access to 

documents 

September 6, 1995 Abner Mikva William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Requests for Documents 

September 6, 1995 Jane C. Sherburne Barbara K. Bracher 130 
SUBJECT: Requests for Information 

September 8, 1995 William F. Clinger, Jr. Abner J. Mikva 
SUBJECT: Procedures for Documents 

September 12, 1995 Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited access to 

documents 

September 15, 1995 Barbara K. Bracher 
SUBJECT: 

September 18, 1995 Barbara K. Bracher 
SUBJECT: 

September 18, 1995 Abner Mikva 

Jane C. Sherburne 
Answers Questions 

Jane C. Sherburne 
Limited access to 
documents 

William F. ·Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Requests for Documents 

September 18, 1995 Abner Mikva William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Requests for Documents 
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127 Barbara Comstock is an Investigative Counsel with the House 
Committee, Government Rcform and Ovcrsight. 

128 Natalie R. Williams, at the time of the letter, was an 
Associated Counsel at the White House. 

129 Jane C. Sherburne is a Special Counsel at the White House, 

130 Barbara K. Bracher is the Chief Investigative Counsel with 
the House Committee on Government Reform and Oversight. 
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DATE TO FROM 

September 20, 1995 Jane Sherburne Barbara K. Bracher 
SUBJECT: Request for Documents 

September 20, 995 Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

September 22, 1995 Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

September 25, 1995 Barbara K. Bracher 
SUBJECT: 

Jane C. Sherburne 
Limited Access to Decum. 

September 27, 1995 William F. Clinger, Jr. Abner K. Mikva 
Answers Questions SUBJECT: 

September 28, 995 Barbara K. Bracher 
SUBJECT: 

Jane C. Sherburne 
Limited Access to Docum. 

October 4, 1995 

October 5, 1995 

October II, 1995 

October 11, 1995 

October 12, 1995 

October 13, 1995 

October 13, 1995 

October 13, 1995 

October 13, 1995 

October 16, 1995 

October 17, 1995 

October 18, 1995 

Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Decum. 

Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

Terry Good 131 William F. Clinger 

Abner Mikva 

Kevin Sabo 

SUBJECT: Request for Documents 

William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: Request for Documents 

Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Procedures for Documents 

Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 

Jane Sherburne 

SUBJECT: Request for Documents 

Barbara K. Bracher 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

Barbara Comstock Natalie Williams 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

William F. Clinger, Jr. Abner K. Mikva 
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SUBJECT: Promise to Produce Docum. 



October 20, 1995 

October 21, 1995 

October 23, 1995 

November 2, 1995 

November 6, 1995 

November 8, 1995 

November 13, 1995 

November 14, 1995 

November 14, 1995 

November 29, 1995 

November 29, 1995 

December 14, 1995 

December 20, 1995 

. December 22, 1995 

January 2, 1996 

January 3, 1996 

January 11, 1996 
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Jane Sherburne Barbara K. Bracher 
SUBJECT: Request for Documents 

Jane C. Sherburne 

PAGE 402 

Barbara K. Bracher 
SUBJECT: Promise to Produce Docum. 

Abner Mikva William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: Clarification of Doc. 

Request 

Jane Sherburne Barbara Comstock 
SUBJECT: Clarification of Doc. 

Request 

Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Procedures for Documents 

Jane Sherburne Barbara K. Bracher 
SUBJECT: Procedures for Documents 

Jane Sherburne Barbara K. Bracher 
SUBJECT: Procedures for Documents 

John M. Quinn 132 William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: Request for Documents 

Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

John M. Quinn William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: Request for Documents 

Jane Sherburne Barbara K. Bracher 
SUBJECT: Clarification of Doc. 

Request 

John M. Quinn William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: Request for Documents 

William F. Clinger, Jr. John M. Quinn 
SUBJECT: Promise to Produce Docum. 

Barbara K . Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT, Limited Access to Docum. 

Thomas F. McLarty William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: Request for Information 

Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

John M. Quinn William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: Request for Information 
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President Bill Clinton 
SUBJECT: 

William F. Clinger 
Request for Cooperation 

131 Terry Good is the Directorofthe White House Office 
of records Management 

132 John M. Quinn is the White House Counsel. 

DATE 

January 16, 1996 

January 17, 1996 

January 18, 1996 

TO 

Barbara K. Bracher 
SUBJECT: 

William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: 

Barbara K. Bracher 

FROM 

Christopher D. Cerf 133 
Limited Access to 
Documents 

John M. Quinn 
Answers to Questions 

Jane C. Sherburne 
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SUBJECT: Promise to Produce Docum. 

January 19, 1996 

January 22, 1996 

January 22, 1996 

January 22, 1996 

January 22, 1996 

January 23, 1996 

January 23, 1996 

January 24, 1996 

January 25, 1996 

Barbara K. Bracher Christopher D. Cerf 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to 

Documents 

Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to 

Documents 

Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to 

Documents 

William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: 

John M. Quinn 
Promise to Produce Docum. 

John M. Quinn William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: Request for Information 

John M. Quinn William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: Request for Cooperation 

William F. Clinger John M. Quinn 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to 

Documents 

William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: 

John M. Quinn 
Limited Access to 
Documents 

William F. clinger John M. Quinn 
SUBJECT: Answers to Questions 



January 29, 1996 

February 1, 1996 

February 1, 1996 

February 2, 1996 

February 5, 1996 

February 6, 1996 

February 9, 1996 

February 14, 1996 

February 15, 1996 

February 26, 1996 

February 26, 1996 

February 27, 1996 

February 27, 1996 

March 4, 1996 

March 5, 1996 

March 8; 1996 
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Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to 

Information 

President Bill Clinton 
SUBJECT: 

William F. Clinger 
Limited Access to 
Information 

William F. Clinger John M. Quinn 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to 

Documents 

Barbara K. Bracher 
SUBJECT: 

Jane C. Sherburne 
Limited Access to 
Information 

William F. Clinger John M. Quinn 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Info. 

John M. Quinn William F. Clinger 
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SUBJECT: Clarification of Document 
Request 

John M. Quinn William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: Procdures for Documents 

Barbara K. Bracher 
SUBJECT: 

William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: 

Jane C. Sherburne 
Limited Access to 
Documents 

John C. Quinn 
Request for Information 

John M. Quinn Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to 

Information 

William F. Clinger John M. Quinn 

Barbara K. 

Barbara K. 

Barbara K. 

Kevin Sabo 

SUBJECT: Procedures for Documents 

Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Answers to Questions 

Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to 

Documents 

Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to 

Documents 

Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Answers to Questions 

Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 



March 12, 1996 

March 15, 1996 

March 15, 1996 

March 20, 1996 
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SUBJECT: Limited Access to 
Documents 

John M. Quinn William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: Notification of 

Deposition 

William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: 

Barbara K. Bracher 
SUBJECT: 

John M. Quinn 
Answers to Questions 

Jane C. Sherburne 
Limited Access to 
Documents 

John M. Quinn William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: Request for Priviledte 

Log 
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March 21, 1996 William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: 

David E. Kendall 134 
Responses of Mrs. Clinton 

March 21, 1996 

March 26, 1996 

March 27, 1996 

March 27, 1996 

William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: 

John M. Quinn 
Request Cont. Rolling 
Prod. 

John M. Quinn William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: Request for Information 

William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: 

John M. Quinn 
Answers to Questions 

John M. Quinn William F. Clinger 
SUBJECT: Request for Information 

133 Christopher D. Cerf is an Associate Counsel at the White 
House 

134 David E. Kendall is a private attorney representing the 
President and First Lady 

DATE TO FROM 

March 27, 1.996 John M. Quinn William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Request for Information 

March 28, 1996 John M. Quinn William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Request for Documents 

March 28, 1996 William F. Clinger, Jr. Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

April 1, 1996 Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 
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April 2, 1996 Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

April 3, 1996 William F. Clinger, Jr. John M. Quinn 
SUBJECT: Promise to Provide Info. 

April 3, 1996 William F. Clinger, Jr. John M. Quinn 
SUBJECT: Answers Questions 

April 4, 1996 John M. Quinn William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Answers Questions 

April· 5, 1996 Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

April 5, 1996 William F. Clinger, Jr. John M. Quinn 
SUBJECT: Answers Questions 

April 9, 1996 William F. Clinger, Jr. Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Answers Questions 

April 11, 1996 William F. Clinger, Jr. Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Answers Questions 

April 18, 1996 Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

April 23, 1996 Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

April 24, 1996 Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

April 24, 1996 Barbara K. Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

May 2, 1996 John M. Quinn William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Request Final Prod. of 

Documents 

May 2, 1996 william F. Clinger, Jr John M. Quinn 
SUBJECT: Claims Politicization 

May 3, 1996 William F. Clinger, Jr. John M. Quinn 
SUBJECT: Discuss Documents 

Withheld 

May 3, 1996 Cardiss Collins William F. Ciinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Seeking Assistance 

May 6, 1996 John M. Quinn William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Demand Final Product 

May 6, 1996 William F. Clinger, Jr. John M. Quinn 



May 7, 1996 

May 7, 1996 

May 9, 1996 
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SUBJECT: Suggest More Compromise 

John M. Quinn William F. Clinger, Jr. 
SUBJECT: Requests Executive Priv. 

Claim 

Barbara K . . Bracher Jane C. Sherburne 
SUBJECT: Limited Access to Docum. 

William F. Clinger, Jr. John M. Quinn 
SUBJECT: Claim Executive Priv. 

COMPLIANCE WITH RULE XI 
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(1) Pursuant to clauses 2(1) (2) (A) and (B) of rule XI, a majority of the 
committee having been present, the resolution recommended in this report was 
approved by a vote of 27 ayes to 19, ayes. 

(2) Pursuant to Rule XI, clause 2(1) (3) (A) and Rule X, clause 2(b) (1), the 
findings and recommendations of the Committee are found in the Facts, 
Background, and Findings section of this report. 

(3) Pursuant to Rule XI, clause 2(1) (3) (B) and section 308(a) (1) of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, the Committee finds that no new budget 
authority, new spending authority, new credit authority or an increase or 
decrease in revenues or tax expenditures result from enactment of this 
resolution. 

(4) Pursuant to Rule XI, clause 2(1) (3) (C) and section 403(a) of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, the Committee finds that a statement of the 
Congressional Budget Office cost estimate is not required as this resolution is 
not of a public character. 

(5) Pursuant to Rule XI, clause 2(1) (4), the Committee finds that a Whitement 
of inflationary impact is not required as this resolution is not of a public 
character. 

CONCLUSION 

The Committee properly proceeded with its bipartisan investigation of the 
allegations regarding the terminations of White House Travel Office workers. 
Upon due deliberation, it received the advice of the Chairman of the Committee 
that the cooperation of the individuals named in the resolution was not 
forthcoming. In essence, the individuals are seeking to set the priorities and 
schedule of the Committee's investigation into the Travel Office matter. The 
Congress cannot accept that arrangement as a constraint on its investigatory 
authority. 

Accordingly, the Committee recommends to the House the following resolution: 

Resolved, That pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 192 and 194, the Speaker of the House 
certify the report of the Committee on Government Reform and Oversight, 
detailing the refusal of John M. Quinn to produce papers to the Committee on 
Government Reform and Oversight, to the United States Attorney for the District 
of Columbia, for him to be proceeded against in the manner and form provided 
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by law; and be it further 

Resolved. That pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 192 and 194, the Speaker of the House 
certify the report of the Committee on Government Reform and Oversight, 
detailing the refusal of David Watkins to produce papers to the Committee on 
Government Reform and Oversight, to the United States Attorney for the District 
of Columbia, for ·fil in to be proceeded. against in the manner and form provided 
by law; and be it further 

Resolved, That pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 192 and 194, the Speaker of the House 
certify the report of the Committee on Government Reform and Oversight, 
detailing the refusal of Matthew Moore to produce papers to the Committee on 
Government Reform and Oversight, to the United States Attorney for the District 
of Columbia, for him to be proceeded against in the manner and form provided by 
law. 

ADDITIONAL VIEWS OF HON. WILLIAM F. CLINGER, JR. 

A. Character of the Presidency 

It is troubling that the President of the United States persists in his 
efforts to cover-up a scandal having no connection with any national security or 
vital domestic policy issue. In the final analysis, the Travel Office matter 
reflects the character of the President and his presidency. 

We are by no means rushing matters here. For example, when Congress 
subpoenaed Secretary of State Henry Kissinger for documents pertaining to 
national security, a House committee met two days after the return date of the 
subpoena and voted Mr. Kissinger in contempt of Congress despite an assertion of 
executive privilege. By contrast, we have provided months and months for 
production, and the White House Counsel's Office previously committed to timely 
claims of executive privilege so that just such a confrontation as this would 
not occur. Clearly, the White House's word on this was hollow. 

Frankly, the President's last minute and ineffective claim of executive 
privilege is an unprecedented development. I am disappointed that the 
President, who three years ago pledged to get to the bottom of the Travel Office 
matter and cooperate instead has taken the extraordinary position of attempting 
to assert a blanket, undifferentiated executive privilege over all outstanding 
Travel Office documents. Such a blanket executive privilege was reelected in 
US. v. Nixon. But in the Nixon case, the White House had at least identified 
the documents they were withholding. This President once promised the most open 
Administration in the history of the nation; yet now doesn't even meet the 
woefully low standard of President Nixon in identifying withheld documents. 

This is the first executive privilege claim attempted by President Clinton. 
The rules governing executive privilege have not been updated since they were 
issued by President Ronald Reagan in 1982 but White House Counsel John M. Quinn 
informed me that the Clinton Administration would follow the Reagan procedures. 
Quoting from this order: II Executive privilege will be asserted only in the most 
compelling circumstances, and only after careful review demonstrates that 
assertion of this privilege is necessary. " "Congressional requests for 
information shall be compiled with as promptly and as fully as possible, unless 
it is determined that compliance raises a substantial question of executive 
privilege." "A 'substantial question of executive privilege' exists if 
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disclosure of the information requested might significantly impair the national 
security including the conduct of foreign relations), the deliberative process 
of the executive branch, or other aspects of the performance of the executive 
branch's constitutional duties. II (Emphasis Added) 

It has been White House policy since the Kennedy Administration not to invoke 
executive privilege when allegations of wrongdoing are at issue. Certainly, 
that is the case with the Travel Office matter. Already, there has been a 
criminal referral from the General Accounting Office (GAO) involving Mr. David 
Watkins' statements regarding the Travel Office firings. Independent Counsel 
Kenneth Starr's jurisdiction has been expanded to encompass this and other 
Travelgate issues. 

In light of the expansion of the independent counsel's jurisdiction, the 
President's actions are particularly troubling. I would note, for example, that 
President Reagan waived all claims of executive privilege during the Iran-Contra 
investigation. 

I find it difficult to understand how documents related to the White House 
Travel Office scandal somehow rise to a "substantial question of executive 
privilege." Certainly, disclosure of these documents would not impair the 
national security or the conduct of foreign relations. Nor would the 
performance of the executive branch's constitutional duties be imp4iK6.d if 
President Clinton kept his own pl~dge to get to the bottom of this matter. 

B. A CUlture of Secrecy 

The Committee's receipt of an ineffective blanket claim of executive 
privilege the morning of the Committee vote was typical of the Administration's 
pattern of response from the start -- delay and delay until threatened with 
criminal contempt for refusing to comply with proper procedure, then try to buy 
more time with hollow promises of future cooperation. We have heard a great 
deal about the 40,000 pages of documents as proof of White House cooperation. 
But the quantity of documents does not determine the thoroughness of production. 
President CliQton continues to withhold an unidentified body of subpoenaed • 
records. Many of the records emanate from the Counsel's office. 

In the wake of the uproar over the Travel Office firings, the President 
promised to get to the bottom II of what happened in the firing of the Travel 
Office employees. He also committed to Congress that he would fully cooperate 
with Justice Department investigations into this matter. No issue of executive 
privilege was raised. No talk of internal deliberative process or withholding 
documents was ever mentioned by the President at that time. 

In the past, I have participated with my colleagues in subpoenaing documents 
from White House officials. In my experience, I never before have met with such 
intransigence from any previous administration. Had a Republican administration 
behaved in this manner, I by no means would have endorsed such disdain for 
Congress. 

The Administration's resistance to oversight in this matter began almost 
immediately after the firings and demonstrates the culture of secrecy that has 
become its hallmark. In notes dated May 27, 1993, White House Management Review 
author Todd Stem wrote, "Problem is that if we do any kind of report and fail to 
address those questions, the press jumps on you wanting to know answerSj while 
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if you give answers that aren't fully honest (e.g., nothing re: HRC), you risk 
hugely compounding the problem by getting caught in half- truths. You run the 
risk of turning this into a cover-up. II (Emphasis Added) 

This White House embarked on an unmistakable course which frustrated, 
delayed, and derailed investigators from the White House itself, the GAO, the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the administration's own Justice Department 
Office of Professional Responsibility and Public Integrity sections. That is 
what has brought the Committee to this unfortunate impasse. 

This White House simply refuses to provide this Committee with the subpoenaed 
documents that will help us bring this Travel Office investigation to a close, 
something that I have sought to do for nearly three vears. Documents 
inexplicably have been misplaced in "stacks," or "book rooms" or storage boxes, 
where they languished for months if not years, despite subpoenas and document 
requests from numerous official investigative bodies. 

If President Clinton responds to investigations of presumably minor internal 
problems this way, how does he handle far more serious national and 
international matters? This administration's culture of secrecy could have 
disastrous consequences where critical national policy matters involving foreign 
affairs are concerned. Let there be no misunderstanding. What we have before 
the Committee should not be the issue of a constitutional confrontation. This 
Committee seeks no records pertaining to the national security. This is not 
Bosnia. This is not Iran. International relations are not at stake. 

When the White House, as in the case here, fails to comply fully with 
investigations mandated by Congress or senior Justice Department officials, the 
oversight role critical to our system of checks and balances is corn romised and 
it is incumbent upon this Committee to assert and to uphold its jurisdiction and 
congressional prerogatives. 

C. Deliberate Attempt to Obstruct Legitimate Oversight 

Almost three years ago, I requested information and hearings into the Travel 
Office matter. I repeatedly was stymied in my efforts until Republicans gained 
a majority in the House. Prior to the change in House leadership, the White 
House refused to provide access to any documents. For the past three years, the 
White House has made every effort to deliberately, and continuously, obstruct 
legitimate oversight by both the executive branch and the Congress. 

In a particularly cynical memo, White House Associate Counsel Neil Eggleston 
wrote his superiors advising that the White House should deny Republicans access 
to GAO Travel Office documents until after the White House appropriations bill 
was enacted. This-exhibits the gamesmanship which has epitomized this 
Administration and its counsel's office. Now, even subpoenas are not treated 
seriously. 

As I have mentioned, we already have had a criminal referral regarding DavId 
Watkins' statements about the Travel Office. This came about after a 
long-withheld "soul cleansing memo" by Mr. watkins which surfaced years after it 
should have been produced to numerous investigative bodies in response to 
document requests and subpoenas. Not a single previous investigation had access 
to that document. While several people in the White House knew about this memo, 
it never was turned over to the GAO, OPR, Public Integrity, or this Committee, 
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frankly for years. 

It was the "surpfise" finding of one version of that two-and-a- half year old 
"soul cleansing" memo that caused this Committee to move to bipartisan subpoenas 
for the production of documents. The subpoenas to the White House were issued 
on a bipartisan basis with input from the minority staff. Subpoenas to the 
White House and to individuals in turn produced other documents that previously 
had been overlooked. 

I am convinced that the White House also is running the clock into ,the 
political season precisely so that it may cry foul, claiming that this whole 
investigation is an election year ploy. 

Ask the White House: Was it an election year ploy in 1993 when the President 
signed a law mandating a GAO review of the Travel Office? Was it an election 
year ploy when his own deputy attorney general ordered a Justice Department 
Office of Professional Responsibility study in 1993? Was it an election year 
ploy when the Justice Department began an investigation of the President's 
longtime Hollywood pal, Harry Thomason? 

My initial target date to complete this investigation was the summer of 1993. 
I myself first requested answers on this subject three years ago. And, when I 
became chairman of this Committee, I made every effort to complete this 
investigation last fall. 

D. Civil Contempt as a Remedy 

I will close by addressing the recommendation of the President's Counsel that 
Congress resolve this document dispute by enacting a civil remedy statute and 
proceeding in civil court. Frankly, I am astonished at hearing this 
recommendation by a Democrat President when the contemnor is a Democrat after 
knowing that the concept of a civil remedy has been so resoundingly rejected by 
previous Democrat Congress' when the contemnor was a Republican. 

Former House of Representative Counsel Stanley Brand noted during the 
contempt of Congress dispute with the Reagan Administration Environmental 
Protection Agency Administrator Anne Burford: "it was the first time in this 
controversy that we heard that the [[criminal contempt] statute was somehow an 
unseemly use of the judicial process. I would also agree that a civil sanction 
is too easily invoked. As a la~er involved in civil litigation, if you allow 
me to set foot into Federal district court to litigate a claim of privilege, I 
can guarantee you I will be there for at least three years ... Committees will 
have a lot of litigation, a lot of lawyers, a lot of travel around to the 
various district courts in the United States, but will have no papers, and it 
will have no basis .upon which to make the judgments it has to mak~. It will be, 
quite frankly. a lawyer's field day and I don't think that is in the interest of 
the Congress or in the interest of the citizenry. II [Congress or in the interest 
of the citizenry." [135] 

The civil contempt statute resolution was also soundly criticized by my 
colleague, Con9~essman Barney Frank, who sits on the House Judiciary Committee. 
Rep. Frank stated, "I am afraid that the procedure ... would make it too easy. 
The threshold for going to court, I think under that, is too low, and I think we 
wold be in court much too often ... The criminal sanction is the way to force the 
issue and I would assume in any case where a judge found against the official, 



PAGE 412 
Congressional Press Releases. May 29, 1996 

that the resuh wold be not the imprisonment of that official, but the production 
of the papers. It is difficult for me to think that any executive branch 
official sworn to uphold the laws, as we all are, would defy a court order and 
withhold papers that he or she was ordered to bring to us." [withhold papers that 
he or she was ordered to bring to us." (136] 

E. Conclusion 

Clearly, citing contempt is a serious action. I am saddened that it is 
necessary to take that step. The Congress must invoke contempt, however, when a 
White House repeatedly exhibits such disdain for civil and criminal 
investigations as this one has throughout all of the Travelgate inquiries. I 
certainly have anticipated the complaints my colleagues-bave raised. But I must 
note that, in the past, when the House's rights to information and the public's 
right to know have been so baldly denied, the constitutional responsibilities 
and institutional interests of this body have been recognized on a bipartisan 
basis. [(135] Prosecution of Contempi of Congress, Hearings before the 
Subcommittee on Administrative Law and Government Relations of the House 
Committee on the Judiciary, 98th Congress, 2d Sess., (Nov. 15, 1983), page 24. 
[[136) Id. at 19. 

Long after all the other investigations'gave up on finding the truth this 
Committee continues to hold the President and his administration to his word, to 
the pledges and commitments of full cooperation which he made to the nation and 
to Congress three years ago. It remains my hope that President Clinton will 
recognize that the unfortunate course that he has chosen creates a 
constitutional' confrontation and may lead to the criminal prosecution of one of 
his trusted aides. A true statesman would take immediate steps to end a dispute 
over records which have no i~pact on national security and no impact on 
pUblic-policy making. I have a constitutional duty to perform effective 
oversight. The President has a constitutional duty to cooperate. 
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HEADLINE, When Spy Meets Spy 
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There was Aldrich H. Ames, the most damaging spy in CIA history, finally out 
among his fellow inmates in the maximum-security section of the federal pen in 
Allenwood, Pa. 

He'd been In solitary confinement for 21 months. and now he's waiting for a 7 
1/2 hour a day job, five days a week, pension and bene'fits to be determined 
although since he's never getting out, those probably won't be an issue. 

So Ames ventures out recently and, according to inside reports, who does he 
see but that other great CIA agent and entrepreneur, Edwin P. Wilson, late of 
the federal pen in Marion, Ill., who's doing 52 years for selling explosives to 
Libyan dictator Moammar Gadhafi. 

Word is Ames thought it would be improper to strike up a conversation right 
away, figuring they'll have plenty of time to chat. He later learned that Wilson 
didn't particularly want to talk to him anyway because Wilson thought Ames had 
been a blot on the agency's record. 

Quiz of Untold Successes 

Speaking of the spooks, it's time for the "In the Loop Aldrich Ames Memorial 
Quiz. II 

The intelligence agencies were aglow recently over a report by a presidential 
review commission that found that, while mistakes were made, "the 
accomplishments of U.S. intelligence have been, and continue to be, impressive." 

The commission cited many successes, all since the end of the Cold War, and 
fervently wished it could share them with us, but, of course, they're secret. 
Only bare essentials were given. 

But we know there are Loop Fans out there who can fill in the details, many 
of which have been widely reported in the media, though, of course, not 
confirmed by the spook set. So here's your chance. 

Winners will receive renegade spy Philip Agee's phone number. 

1. In at least two cases, with the help of U.S. intelligence. the sale of 
radioactive materials .that could be used in the production of nuclear weapons 
was halted by other governments. Name them. 
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2. Since 1990, U.S. intelligence has uncovered the clandestine efforts of 
several countries to acquire weapons of mass destruction and their related 
delivery systems. In some cases, this information provided the basis for 
diplomat~c actions by the United States and United Nations to counter such 
efforts. Name as many as you can. 

3. On at least two occasions, u.s. intelligence provided information that led 
to successful U.S. diplomatic efforts to head off potential armed conflicts 
between two countries. Name the countries. 

4. Information was provided by U.S. intelligence on two occasions that foiled 
assassination plots abroad and led to the arrest of the perpetrators. Name the 
targets and perps. 

S. In several instances, U.S. intelligence uncovered foreign competitors of 
U.S. commercial firms using bribery and other illegal tactics to obtain 
contracts with foreign governments. Diplomatic intervention with the government 
concerned to assure a IIlevel playing field ll eventually led to a U.S. firm 
obtaining the contract by winning the competition. Identify the government and 
firms linked to this shocking behavior. 

6. On several occasions, U.S. intelligence provided information warning of 
financial collapse in other countries, leading to actions by the United States 
and other governments. What countri~s? 

7. U.S. intelligence has provided information with respect to human rights 
abuses and election-rigging by certain governments that has altered the U.S. 
diplomatic posture toward those governments. Name the governments. 

Send your best guesses by mail to Ames Quiz, c/o Al Kamen, The Washington 
Post, 11S0 lSth Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20071 or bye-mail to 
kamenaWashpost.com. 

Members of the intelligence community and their families are eligible. All 
entries must be received by midnight, June 3. 

Good luck. 

Justice's Next Legal Counsel 

No word yet on_a pick to run the Office of Legal Counsel at the Justice 
Department when current occupant Walter Dellinger becomes acting solicitor 
general this summer. 

The critical job, though little known outside the legal world, has been an 
extraordinary stepping stone to higher posts. Two Supreme Court justices -
Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist and Justice Antonin Scalia -- ran the office, 
as did two attorneys general -- William P. Barr and Nicholas deB. Katzenbach. 

Since the OLC gives legal advice to both the attorney general and the 
president, the final choice most likely will be someone Bill Clinton and Janet 
Reno are comfortable with. 

Reno is said to be leaning toward Seth Waxman, former law partner of Deputy 
Attorney General Jamie S. Gorelick, who now works for her. Vice President Gore 
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is backing former Clinton deputy White House counsel Joel Klein, who is now 
deputy attorney general in the antitrust division. White House counsel Jack 
Quinn is backing two candidates: Beth Nolan, a career government lawyer who has 
three years of OLe experience -- with Theodore Olsen in Republican days -- and 
was more recently in the Clinton White House counsel's office, and Elena Kagan, 
a former University of Chicago law professor who now works in the counsel's 
office. 
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